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PREFACE. 



Obiqinallt delivered as part of a series during Lent 
of the present year, in the ordinary course of the Author's 
ministry, the following Lectures were not intended to 
meet the public eye. Numerous requests, however, hav- 
ing been made that they might be allowed to assume a 
permanent form, the Author felt it would be a shrinking 
from duty any longer to decline a request so kindly 
expressed. Considerable difficulty has attended the exe- 
cution of the Work, from the fact of their extempora- 
neous delivery. The original notes were very brief; 
consequently, memory has had to do its work — whether 
faithfully or not, it remains for those who heard them 
to determine. The general outline is preserved, but the 
filling up in some few cases will be found to differ. A 
slight difference has also been made in the texts of the 
third and fourth Lectures; different portions of the pas- 
sage from St. Jude, but containing the same subjects, 
have been selected, for the preservation of uniformity. 
With these exceptions, they will be found to possess as 
nearly as possible the original form. The series given 
is complete, so far as it embraces every important sub- 
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ject connected with the Church's hope, the return of the 
Lord. In the original series, however, there was a dis- 
course between that on the Millennium and the one on 
the Post-Millennial Kingdom, on the subject of " Mutual 
Recognition in the World to Come.*' As the announced 
price of the present Work precluded the admission of 
more than six, this was necessarily omitted; inasmuch 
as, though interesting, its insertion was not indispensable 
as regards the completeness of the series. 

They are thus sent forth, not to court criticism, but in 
the hope of their affording instruction to the pious in- 
quirer after truth. The gratifying expressions of the 
large congregations attending their delivery, while they 
form a pleasing testimony to the Author, evidence a 
spirit of inquiry on the subject on which they treat, the 
SECOND ADVENT OP THE LoBD — which subjcct, bc it cvcr 
remembered, is not a matter of opinion, but the object of 
revelation. Many minor details, usually associated with 
it, are matters of opinion. As far as in him lay, the 
Author has been careful not rashly to explore any path 
untrodden — ^if we may so speak — ^by the Holy Spirit of 
God. Thus he trusts he has been kept within the legiti- 
mate horizon of God's Word, beyond which all is doubt 
and uncertainty* Hence no attempt has been made to 
adapt the minute events of the present day, though con- 
fessedly important, with " the writing within or without 
the prophetic chart." There are, however, signs to which 
allusion has been made— signs so manifest that few can 
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miss but read them; not to do so, when gifted with 
faculties to discern the signs of the sky, would be the 
characteristic rather of folly than of wisdom. 

It is with much pleasure that the Author avails him- 
self of the privilege of inscribing his pages to one who 
has laboured so long and so earnestly, by the annual 
Bloomsbury Lectures, &c., to keep alive in the church 
this great fountain of her hope, Christ's glorious coming — 
though without, by any means, wishing to make him 
responsible for any particular private views the Work 
may contain. 

May the Great Head of the Church be pleased to bless 
this humble effort to the glory of His name and the 
benefit of fallen man, by His Holy Spirit sent down from 
Heaven ! 



Kenninoton Park, 

July l(WA, 1855. 
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LECTURE I. 



ON THE NATURE, MANNER, AND PERIOD, OF CHRIST'S 

SECOND ADVENT. 



" While they looked stead&stly toward Heaven as He went up, behold, 
two men stood by them in white apparel; 

** Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into 
Heaven ? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into Heaven, shall 
so come in like manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven.** 

Acts i. 10, U. 

These wotds relate the departure, and predict the 
return, of our blessed Lord and Master Jesus Christ : 
the former as a matter of history, and the latter as the 
subject of prophecy. The departure — that is, the 
event historical — took place about eighteen hundred 
and twenty years ago ; and the return, the event pro- 
phetical, is here, as elsewhere in the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, couched in such language that, though its 
occurrence at some time is certain, that occurrence 

B 
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at any time, even in our own day, may be expected. 
Than this event prophetical, no other is stamped more 
legibly on well nigh every page of God's Holy Word. 
Nor is it here only that its recognition is stereotyped : 
the general consent of mankind has made its reception 
universaL It is embodied in our creeds, breathed in 
our prayers, expressed in our formularies, and recog- 
nized in our Constitution. Few dare to question it, 
all who believe the Bible acknowledging its truth. 
The Gnostics of old, as also the disciples of Emanuel 
Swedenborg in our own day, do indeed repudiate the 
doctrine, while the votaries of Popery professedly 
ignore and obscure it in its legitimate sense: by so 
doing, however, they hold a heresy which, in the 
otherwise universal consent of mankind, separates 
them as apostates, and alienates them from the com- 
monwealth of Israel. 

While, however, the statement has thus received 
the broad seal of Jehovah, and the general belief of 
the Church in all ages, there is no other recognized 
fact in revealed religion which has given rise to more 
diversity of opinion, or been the cause of more angry 
controversy, than this. Not that the fact itself, in 
general terms, as stated in our creed, has been ques- 
tioned; but the nature, the manner, tlie time of its 
realization and fulfilment — the precursors, the accom- 
paniments, the results, and the duration. These are 
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all variously viewed by different parties^ each one 
attaching chief importance to the particular tenet 
selected; by the undue exaltation of which, that 
general blending which universal harmony requires 
has been injured and mutilated. 

Such a proceeding aptly illustrates the difference 
in expansiveness between the Infinite Mind and the 
mind of finite capacity. The Bible is the production 
of one mind, the Mind of Jehovah — one breath ani- 
mates every page; it therefore embraces an extent 
which, in its fiilness, man's faculties cannot grasp. 
Consequently, the tendency of humanity is to seize 
upon some minor detail, some isolated fragment, in 
the great whole, and to concentrate undivided atten- 
tion upon it. This is what the Jews did before the 
first advent of Christ: in their carnal mind prefer- 
ring coming glory rather than shame, and exaltation 
in their Deliverer rather than degradation, they had 
concentrated all their attention upon those prophecies 
predicting a glorified Saviour, entirely overlooking 
those speaking of His humiliation; by which their 
minds became so biassed and their wills so prejudiced, 
that when He came, expressly to His own, His own 
received Him not The Bible they had, firom Genesis 
to Malachi, predicted to them a Saviour under a two- 
fold aspect — a Saviour suffering j and a Saviour reignr 
ing; but with this peculiarity : it was " a wheel within 

B 2 
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a wheel," the predictions of the suffering being plaxied 
as a mystic parable in the midst of the more glorious 
predictions of a reigning Saviour. Thus, in the Old 
Testament the two advents are interwoven or inter- 
laced in a wondrous and remarkable manner, there 
being no isolated or separate prediction of the first 
advent in the Old Testament. Hence a probable 
reason why the Jews misunderstood and rejected 
Christ at His first advent: their minds being so 
imbued with coming glory, they had forgotten the 
covenant of preceding humiliation, which, though 
parenthetic, was not the less lucid and definite. 

The Bible we have, firom Genesis to the Apoca- 
lypse, has unravelled the one, but it has left the other 
imtouched. It has solved the enigma of the Saviour 
" binding His foal imder the vine, and His ass's colt 
under the choice vine" ; but it has left imsolved the 
enigma of His "sitting on David's throne, and the 
government being on His shoulder." The New Testa- 
ment records a suffering, while it predids a reigning 
Saviour. This is the characteristic difference: the 
Old Testament predicts both. Though, therefore, we 
cannot fall into the precise error of the Jews, we may 
fall into a similar one : for theirs was only expecting 
the Redeemer in one form, whereas He was predicted 
to come first in another ; and this we hold to be the 
popular fallacy of the day on the subject, expecting 



GLORY IN ITS FULNESS. 5 

His return to be spiritual, whereas it is predicted to be 
personal. Consequently, there is danger, unless we 
are careful, lest our minds become so biassed and our 
understandings so warped that, when He comes " the 
second time without sin unto salvation," we know 
Him not : inasmuch as, in accordance with the gene- 
ral belief — viz., looking for a spiritual instead of a 
personal reign — it is quite as possible that "His 
feet might be standing again upon the Mount of 
Olives," and "His throne be planted in Zion," we 
, all the while rejecting Him, through preconceived 
opinions and preindulged fancies respecting a spiri- 
tual reign. 

There is a laudable fear in many pious minds lest, 
in " searching what is the mind of the Spirit " in 
regard to futurity, we should rashly desire to peer 
beyond that which is revealed. Such irreverent gaze 
we would not dare encourage. Nevertheless, we see 
no valid reason, inasmuch as "the things that are 
revealed belong to us," why every Christian should 
not be wise up to what is written. This we hold is 
the general mistake. Christians go not far enough in 
that which is intended for and truly concerns them, 
while they go too far in that which is merely specu- 
lative and curious. We trust, therefore, our present 
inquiry will not be unacceptable, or its execution 
unblessed. 
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In the subject immediately before us on the present 
occasion, we would institute a twofold inquiry, into — 

I. The Nature and Manner, 

II. The probable Time or Period, of our 
Lord's predicted Return. 

I. The Nature and Manner. — Our first business here 
is to clear away those obstructions and barriers which 
" during the tarrying of the Bridegroom " the preju- 
dice and ingenuity of man have interposed, and which 
necessarily act as a hindrance to the reception of this . 
doctrine in the simplicity of its scriptural aspect ; and 
for this purpose we would endeavour to delineate and 
embody into a formula, so far as they are capable 
thereof, the popular, and, for the most part, crude 
opinions, which are abroad on this momentous sub- 
ject. 

1. The recognition of this doctrine in general terms, 
and as expressed in our creed — viz., that " Christ will 
come to judge the quick and dead" — we have already 
shown to be almost universal. But the nature of this 
coming is limited to that general expression, and 
therefore it is believed that the event will be a 
summary and momentary one : not momentary lite- 
rally, but momentary as to its mighty solemnities, 
while in manner it will be sudden and unexpected. 

All this is scriptural, and therefore true j but it is 
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only part of the truth — it is merely the dim and 
shadowy belief of the patriarchs on the subject, not 
the light afforded by " the glorious gospel of the 
blessed God." It is a compendium, well suited to 
" the breaking forth of the morning," but ill adapted 
to the sunlight brightness of the Christian dispen- 
sation. 

Now, on any of those essential doctrines on which 
the salvation of our souls depends, we should greatly 
regret any necessity to recur to and trust in the 
glimmering light given to the patriarchs, so long as 
we have the " fulness of the gospel " spread out for 
our instruction. Why, then, on a subject so dear 
to the people of God — ^the kingdom and glory of the 
Redeemer — should we recur to first "principles," 
when we are privileged to scan and ponder " the 
perfection" ? That " Jesus Christ will come to judge 
the quick and dead, to separate the holy from the 
unholy," no attentive reader of God's Holy Word 
can gainsay. Such is Enoch's prophecy, the seventii 
from Adam, though still more concisely expressed. 
With the fulness of this, as of all the other great 
doctrines, the patriarchs were unacquainted. To any 
careftd reader of God's Word, in its chronological 
order, it is evident that a progressive character has 
marked the revelation of God to man, and that the 
plan of salvation has only been unfolded as it pro- 
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ceeded. Hence, by recurring to the belief of the 
patriarchs a partial view only is obtained. The pro- 
phetic spirit carried them over the vista of ages; 
giving them, like Moses, only a Pisgah glance of 
the last scene, ere the curtain of the mighty drama 
of earth's redemption fell, and time gave place to 
eternity. 

2. As a necessary result of this partial view, the 
ideas formed of man's future locality and sphere of 
residence after the resurrection are extremely vague 
and unsatisfactory. The idea generally entertained 
is, that we shall be taken to some undefined and 
pathless region, where, gifted with the power to 
wing our flight through liquid air, we shall spend an 
eternity of delight, Christ himself reigning but as a 
mere figure, a spirit. There can be little doubt but 
that the idea thus entertained arises fi:om the mani-' 
fold application of the word " Heaven" : its original 
one being to that firmament, or expanse, which Je^ 
hovah originally placed as a barrier of separation 
between the collected waters. Hence the common 
expressions of the righteous going up to Heaven, and 
the wicked doum to Hell : and seeing nothing over our 
heads but liquid ether, that idea of locomotion just 
mentioned would naturally soon obtain. Nor is the 
idea without beauty ; but it is rather tlie beauty of 
the heathen poets than of the Christian's Bible, 
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3. Man being thus removed from the orb he is at 
present permitted to inhabit, it, with all its beauty 
and with all its treasures — for it is not without much, 
both of beauty and of treasures — is doomed to annihi- 
lation. The fiery flame is to enwrap and encircle it, 
while some mighty intelligence, or the suspension of 
its present gravitating force, will cause it to be dashed 
at a tangent from its long-accustomed circle, to wing 
its way in a liquid blaze until consumed — a residuum 
remaining for a time, as a terrible exhibition of righ- 
teous vengeance and retributive justice. 

In support of this view, it may and has been ad- 
vanced that certain fixed stars have thus disappeared 
from their respective localities — that conflagrations of 
a similar kind have appeared to destroy them — thus 
showing that, in the supposition of such a doom await- 
ing our own earth, there is nothing apparently impro- 
bable. I say apparently improbable, because fire, 
although it may change the appearance, alter the 
form, and vary the nature, of a body, does not annihi- 
late its substance. Moreover, to bring this forward 
as an analogy for the doom of our earth, some one 
must have visited that heavenly orb — have compared 
its structure, both in material and arrangement, with 
that of our own — have found it inhabited, inhabited 
too by a God-ransomed race, formed out of its mate- 
rial — and have had a somewhat nearer focal distance 
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than we on this remote orb possess — ^in order to jus- 
tify the supposed analogy of their doom. Upon that 
planet on which our lot has been cast, there has been 
exhibited a sight at which the universe has stood 
aghast. Angels have desired to look into the things 
wrought here. Nor is this alL That which has been 
wrought here has extended its benefits to the universe; 
for Christ, " having made peace through the blood of 
His cross, hath reconciled all things unto Himself, 
whether they be things on earth or things in Heaven." 
Now, without pressing this declaration, it points to 
earth as a mystic centre in the universe of God. 
Though it shine not, perhaps, as the sun, it bears a 
lustre the sun's disc cannot boast. Man may look on 
the sun as a beautiful and light-bestowing orb ; angels 
look on the earth as a precious and a life-restoring 
one. Therefore we say that the analogy fails between 
the fate of any of the heavenly bodies as already wit- 
nessed, and the doom of our own, until it can be 
shown that any work analogous to the work of re- 
demption has been wrought there, and that the Son 
of God has made some mighty exhibition of Himself 
to its inhabitants ; for to argue the analogy of its fate 
unless you can establish that of its history is nothing 
less than a gratuitous assumption. 

Moreover, we know that Satan has wrestled for this. 
For well nigh six thousand years has the battle been 
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waged between the Captain of our Salvation and the 
Archangel of the fallen ; and though the contest ifl 
decided and the victory won, the laurel is not yet 
wreathed on the Conqueror's brow. But what was 
Satan's object? He planned the ruin of this new- 
created earth, and meditated the extinction of its fair 
inhabitant It was therefore twofold. The latter he 
did not succeed in effecting ; redemptive dealings 
averted the sad disaster. Let us suppose, then, he 
has so far succeeded in the former as to bring on our 
planet the doom of annihilation: who the victor? 
Christ, or Satan? The One has redeemed the inha- 
bitant, it is true; but the other has destroyed the 
residence assigned to him : and though we are fully 
prepared to admit the beauty and truthfulness of the 
lines of the poet — 

^ Twas great to speak a world from nought, 
Twas greater to redeem" — 

we look upon the greatness of redemption as extending 
not only to the inhabitant, but also to his residence. 
Would not such a doom, then, be the theme of exulta- 
tion to the hosts of the fallen ? 

Certainly, the view taken by those who look for 
such a termination to the career of our earth is terrible 
in its imagery, and awftd in its retributive vengeance ; 
but we feel bound to say, it has not Scripture as its 
warrant. (See Note at the end.) 
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4. There is yet another clause in the popular creed^ 
which we must not forget or overlook. It is not to be 
unmitigated gloom. Earth is to be garnished, as it 
were, for its final obsequies, by the ushering in of a 
period of universal blessedness — which blessedness, 
we are told, will be wrought by the preaching of the 
gospel — ^when "the mountain of the Lord's house 
shall be established on the top of the mountains, and 
all nations shall flow unto it" (Isaiah ii. 2). Now 
this view, though it is not without inconsistency, 
when we connect it with the preconceived doom, is 
certainly very cheering, and very full of encourage- 
ment to the Christian minister and Christian mis- 
sionary — labouring, whether in the dens of iniquity 
at home or in the dark fields of heathendom abroad. 
But, mighty as is the gospel wand to casting down 
imaginations and uprooting strongholds, we look upon 
it as an unscriptural estimate of its leverage, to attri- 
bute to its instrumentality that work which the Bible 
unreservedly claims for Him whom the gospel heralds 
and whom it labours to make known. 

Having thus reviewed the general belief on this 
subject, we now turn to God's Word and ask. What 
is the testimony it bears ? 

The passage of our text we look upon as the key to 
the otherwise inextricable mysteries involved in this 
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mighty theme. As the presence of the Savioiir in 
humiKation at once accounts for all the mighty works 
then wrought in Israel's land ; so, the presence of the 
same Saviour again, but in glory, will at once account 
for all the predicted wonders announced to precede 
and accompany the world's regeneration. 

In these words of the angels we have not an ab- 
stract declaration peering beyond the bounds of our 
comprehension, but a case of similitude, a standard of 
comparison. 

We read first of an historical fact, attested by cer- 
tain high witnesses, upon whose testimony we can 
place the utmost reliance, inasmuch as they had fol- 
lowed our Saviour during the whole of His ministiy. 
This fact, thus attested, is accompanied by a declara- 
tion — made also by those competent to make it, for 
they were angels from Heaven — that He would so 
come again in like manner as they had seen Him go ; 
or, in other words, that the event of that day would 
happen again, though not in the case of departure, but 
of return and arrival 

Thus we have, in this verse and its context, a 
scene portrayed which none can surely misunderstand. 
There is the Kedeemer of the world, after His resur- 
rection — as scrutinized by unbelieving Thomas— ac- 
companied by His apostles and disciples : they asking 
questions, and He graciously responding to their in- 
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quiries. They walk on as they had been aQcnstomed 
to walk, even since His resurrection, until suddenly 
the scene changes ! Approaching Olivet, they pause. 
— Kesplendency encircles Him ; when, lo I suddenly, 
while they beheld. He stepped from earth to Heaven, 
a cloud receiving Him out of their sight ! 

His departure filled them with amazement. Deep 
despondency and sad dejection took the place of joy. 
They gaze, they gaze intently, rivetting their gaze, 
to peer into the dim and distant azure ; but in vain. 
He is gone ! The object of their hopes has departed. 
No visible kingdom is established, while they are left 
now scattered — for the Shepherd is smitten — ^to con- 
tend with that ungodly world and those " powers of 
darkness" which slew Him. So lost are they in 
wonder, that two heavenly visitants stand by their 
side ere they are aware of their arrival At once they 
point out the fruitlessness of their gaze, directing 
them at the same time for consolation — to what? To 
His eternal absence? No! To His spiritual return 
to them at some fature period ? No ! That was an 
event previously predicted, and promised by Himself 
to be realized immediately upon His departure ; and 
it was realized in the Pentecostal effusion. To what, 
then? To His own future, personal, and glorious 
coming. And this we hold is the gist of the declara*- 
tion of the angels, " This same Jesus shall so come 
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in like manner as ye have seen Him go." " This same 
Jesus! " Mark the identity and personality — this same 
Jems — the Jesus risen — the Jesus into whose side un- 
believing Thomas was invited to thrust his hand — 
" THIS SAME Jesus shall so come, in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go." 

How would this declaration sound in the ears of 
the wondering apostles? Mark the circumstances. 
He had just ceased conversing with them as a man 
with his friend. By His resurrection He had not laid 
aside, but glorified. His humanity ; for, on a memo- 
rable occasion since that event. He had presented 
Himself to his disciples when assembled in Jeru- 
salem (Luke xxiv. 36, &c.). They were terrified and 
affrighted at His presence, supposing they had seen 
a spirit. But what was His reproof? "Behold My 
hands and My feet^ that it is I Myself; handle Me^ 
and see ; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye 
see Me have^ Moreover, to establish still fiirther the 
identity of the risen with the suffering Jesus, He asked 
for meat. " And they gave Him a piece of broiled 
fish, and of an honeycomb. He took it, and did eat 
before them." Now, without question, it was the 
same Jesus who uttered these words, that accom- 
panied the disciples from Jerusalem, and ascended 
into Heaven before them ; and it was concerning this 
same Jesus that the angels uttered the declaration 
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of our text, that " He 0hould so come In like manncar 
as they had seen Him go.'' 

We therefore repeat it — how would this declaration 
sound in the ears of the wondering apostles? What, 
in consistency, would be their expectations as to His 
return? Undoubtedly they would expect Him to 
return in all points as He went : not as a spirit, with- 
out flesh and bones, but robed in glorified humanity; 
not as a graspless phantom, glorious indeed, but un- 
approachable and inaccessible ; but as a person that 
may be, — we speak it with all reverence, — ^in accord- 
ance with His own invitation, handled and seen. 
Without this, where would be the proof of identity? 
Moreover, our Saviour's eating with His disciples, on 
the occasion now referred to, reminds us of the de- 
claration He made to them before the last supper — 
" Verily I say unto you, I will not drink hefnceforth 
of this fruit of the vine, until THAT day when I drink 
it new with you in My Father's kingdom." 

Now, we hold, taking these passages in connection, 
that as our blessed Saviour established His identity 
and personality, between His resurrection and ascen- 
sion, by personal intercourse, in meals and conversa- 
tion with His disciples, so, at and subsequently to His 
second advent, will He likewise establish His iden- 
tity and personality. Therefore His language, " I will 
not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until I 
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dririk it new vrith you in My Father's kingdom." 
This declaration at once carries our minds to Rev. 
xix. 9, where we read of the marriage supper of the 
Lamb and the blessedness of those invited to parti- 
cipate. Where^ then, and vohen^ does the Apocalypse 
tell us the marriage supper of the Lamb shall be 
solemnized ? Evidently, on earth ; for when St. 
John was taken to see the Bride, the Lamb's wife, 
he was taken to "a great and high mountain, and 
saw that great city descending out of Heaven from 
God." The celebration of this feast will be the com- 
mencement of that blissful day of endless duration, 
when the Saviour will again mingle with His people, 
and, in His own gracious language, "drink of the 
fruit of the vine new with them in His Father's 
kingdom." 

We therefore look for a literal fulfilment of the 
declarations of the angels ; and as we should dread 
any application of the principles of the German 
Neologians to the fact of His departure, explaining 
it away as a myth, so ought we to shrink with equal 
abhorrence from any approximation tq those princi- 
ples in reference to His future return. Prove that 
He went spiritually. His body remaining on the 
earth, and we at once grant, on the angels' decla- 
ration, that He will so return. 

Moreover, if our Saviour, as is commonly supposed, 

c 
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is to reign over His people spiritually ^ He must some- 
where and at some time have divested Himself of His 
humanity. Where and when? He took the man- 
hood into God ; vested with that manhood He lived 
and died, vested with that manhood He rose and 
ascended, and thus He has given a place to our 
humanity at the right hand of the Majesty on high ; 
for " the natural body and blood of Christ are now in 
Heaven and not here,^^ Therefore, if He is to return 
and reign spiritually, He must leave this " naJbaroi 
body and blood^^ in Heaven ! Now, we ask for scrip- 
ture proof of such a position — where is it to be found? 
The testimony of the angels we look upon as proof to 
the contrary: this same Jesus shall SO come in like 
manner as ye have seen Him go into Heaven, 

Before His departure, He had familiarly conversed 
with His disciples, as He had been wont before His 
crucifixion; we therefore believe that He will ^^so 
come" as to be again the medium of communication 
to His people. His disciples had seen Him as He 
went, and He went in person, bodily; we therefore 
believe — and that not on any mere human testimony, 
but on the testimony of the angels — that He will so 
come, in person, bodily ; and not to reign over His 
people in a spiritual^ though even that would be a 
wonderful manner. His disciples saw Him as He 
went, and He went visibly; we therefore believe that 
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He will so come, visibly: and that His person will 
not be shrouded or concealed, but open and manifest 
to His people. 

There is, however, still more than this in the passage 
before us ; He will so come, in like manner as they 
had seen Him go. How, then, did Jesus go ? In a 
cloud ! " While they beheld, a cloud received Him out 
of their sight." So will He return : " the Son of Man 
coming in the clouds of Heaven" (Matt. xxiv. v. 30). 
Hence, too, the clouds will for a time be the receptacle 
of His people, who, in the language of St Paul, " shall 
be caught up therein to meet the Lord in the air." 
The testimony of St. John, in the Book of the Revela- 
tion, is still more definite : " Behold, He cometh with 
clouds, and every eye shall see Him." Here we have 
the identity and personality strongly alluded to ; and 
as the language of prophecy is equally literal in its 
statements and equally definite in its expressions with 
the language of history, we look for the same literal 
and definite realization of its announcements. All 
the historical statements respecting Christ are uni- 
versally allowed to have been literally fulfilled, except 
by the Rationalists of the day ; why then should any 
effort be made to spiritualize or dissipate those made 
prophetically concerning Christ? All, for instance, 
believe His departure to have been literal ; yet, with 
manifest inconsistency, His return, predicted in pre- 

c 2 
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cisely the same language as that in which the depar- 
ture is recorded, is argued to be spiritual, in direct 
opposition to the assertion of the angels. 

Nor have we yet exhausted the analogy. " He shall 
so come, in like manner.^^ The manner of His depar- 
ture was sudden : so will be that of His return. " Be- 
hold, I come as a thief T^ The manner of His depar- 
ture was unexpected, even by His disciples; so will 
be that of His return. " While the Bridegroom tar- 
ried, they all — ^wise and foolish — slumbered and slept." 
This is the predicted state of Christendom ; while to 
the world generally the event will be one of surprise, 
for " as it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also 
in the days of the Son of Man ; they knew not, till 
the flood came and took them all away." 

Such is the nature and manner in which we look for 
the Saviour's return — not as a shapeless spirit, but as 
a living person ; even as He was when He left the dis- 
ciples, only panoplied in all the effulgence of Deity 
and robed in all the regalia of Heaven! 

II. We now proceed to speak of the probable period of 
its realization and fulfilment. — Of course, on this part 
of our subject the language of Scripture is not definite : 
had it been so, all necessity for watching in those 
generations anterior to its date would have been pre- 
vented ; whereas, from the language in which we find 
it is conveyed, every generation since Christ's depar- 
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ture has been kept in expectation of His immediate 
return. Thus the Corinthians " came behind in no 
gift, waiting for the coming of the Lord Jesus ChrisL^^ 
The Thessalonians, too, had turned to God from idols 
to serve the living and true God, and to toait for His 
Son from Heaven, whom He raised from the dead ; " 
and so ardent were they in their expectation, that an 
express epistle was needed to correct their notions on 
this subject, and to show that a mighty apostacy 
would be permitted first to intervene. So with the 
early Christians in the age succeeding the apostolic: 
they expected the Lord even in their day ; and it was 
this hope that cheered them in their despondency, 
comforted them in their affliction, and supported them 
at their martyr's stake. And it is this hope that has 
been the Church's polestar from that period even to 
the present day, while the promise is still unfulfilled. 
• The question then arises, is it still far distant, or is 
it at band? 

Undoubtedly, whether near or still remote, we are 
much nearer to the period of its realization than the 
Ohristians who lived one thousand or eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. Moreover, we think it can be shown 
that we are not left without some data from which to 
determine that the event is not so remote as naen 
.usually suppose. Look at the history of the world : 
its whole period, from the fall to the future full esta- 
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blishment of Christ's kingdom^ may be tenned its 
day — its probation period. As feu: as this period has 
already elapsed, it is divisible into lesser periods or 
dispensations, three in number. The first was the 
patriarchal; the second, the Jewish; and the third, 
that under which our lot is cast, is the Christian, We 
do not say there is, but we do think that time will 
manifest, some analogy between this and our Saviour's 
declaration, " Destroy this temple, and in three days 
I will raise it up again." The patriarchal lasted for 
two thousand years — ^this constituted their day: the 
Jewish also lasted for two thousand years — this con* 
stituted their day ; leaving us something like ground 
for the expectation that about an equal period might 
be allotted to the Christian dispensation : being then 
followed by the millennial, which, as its name im- 
ports, will be the probable duration of one thousand 
years. Now it is at once evident that these four dis- 
pensations embrace a period of seven thousand years, 
six thousand of which are allotted to the work of 
redemption and the gathering in of the redeemed, as 
six days were originally allotted to the work of crea- 
tion ; and the seventh millennary to the rest of the 
redeemed, as on the seventh day God rested from all 
the works which He had created and made. Now, 
according to the Scripture chronology, it can easily 
be shown that we are living in or about the year 
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of the world 6983 ; that is, near the close of the sixth 
millennary : if this be so, and there be any foundation 
in the analogies just named, the period cannot be far 
distant. And as a confirmation of tliis view, the tes- 
timony of St. Peter is referred to, that " one day is 
with the Lord (that is, on the calendar of Heaven) as 
a thousand years." Hence the six thousand years 
are as six days; and if there be, as is commonly 
maintained among the Jews, anything typical in the 
six days' work of creation, the coming of the Lord 
cannot be a distant event. The language of Scrip- 
ture, moreover, seems to be framed in reference to the 
view now taken of the "millennaries" as "days": 
hence the usual preface of the prophet Isaiah, "tVi 
thoit dajf^ — a phrase, too, used by our Saviour Him- 
self at the commencement of His prophetic discourses. 
We have still further and more minute data in the 
prophetic periods mentioned by Daniel and St. John ; 
of which could we only fix the commencement, we 
should be able with little difficulty to ascertain the 
termination. And again, we have another class of 
criteria in the signs predicted to precede that event 
— ^the inspired description of men and manners, poli- 
tics and religion, in the days immediately before the 
second advent. According to St. Matthew (xxiv. 
29, 30), the coming of Christ will be the next event 
"immediately after" the termination of the Jewish 
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tribulation and dispersion, which now seems more 
strikingly than ever drawing to its close. Again, we 
have another note of time, when we are told that 
during the shaking of the powers of Heaven men 
" shall see the Son of Man coming in clouds, with 
great power and glory." Still further, we read 
(Rev. xiv. 6-15), that when the everlasting gospel 
is being diffused over the whole earth, then shall be 
seen " the white cloud with the Son of Man sitting 
thereon, to reap the harvest of the earth." 

These are only a few — the subject will meet us 
again in the coarse of these Lectures — of those signs 
to which our Saviour exhorts men to give heed. But 
was there ever a time when signs such as these so 
thickly studded the heavens — natural, political, and 
ecclesiastical ? Was there ever a time when premo- 
nitions so portentous of approaching change were so 
visible? Are not all things conspiring to foretell 
change and dissolution ? It is true that earth is not 
becoming better and better, putting on beautiful gar- 
ments for her final obsequies ; nor is such the scrip- 
tural description of her transition stage : waxing worse 
and worse is the bulletin of God's Word. " The 
mighty gospel" is spreading, we admit, and on its 
glorious embassy it "wins and conquers." As a 
mystic stone, it has rolled through well nigh all the 
kingdoms of the earth, " breaking in pieces the iron, 
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the brass, and the clay." Before it Dagon has feJlen; 
under its influence Chemosh and Ashtaroth have been 
silenced, and the mystic spell of Mammon has been 
broken ; but, alas ! the results have not been perma- 
nent. Christianity under the present dispensation, it 
has been beautifully said, is migratory. The gos- 
pel is sent to plant its standard, but the Bible no- 
where says it shall never be uprooted. The warning 
ever accompanies it, " remember and repent . • . . else 
I wiU come and remove thy candlestick out of its 
place." And so its diffusion through all nations is 
not for their conversion — that is not its office — ^but 
for " a witness, after which the end shall come." And 
this we hold is its history — this has been its career 
since, beginning at Jerusalem, it has rolled on its 
mighty march first through proconsular Asia, planting 
seven favoured Churches in its course ; then along the 
coast of Africa, raising faithful bishops in its wake; 
anon through Macedonia, Achaia, and " round about 
unto Ulyricum," gathering many a goodly band in its 
march; then to Rome, to Spain, and even to these 
distant isles of the sea. Nor has its majestic and 
colossal march stopped here. It has passed over to 
America; and, even in our own day, it has broken 
through all the barriers of Chinese determination^ 
the walls of Pekin and the valleys of the Celestial 
Empire have heard the whispers of the gospel of 
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Jesns. But mark its course^ trace its path; adduce 
an instance of its lasting permanency. The Seven 
Churches of Asia apostatized, and they are gone! 
The Churches of Africa departed from the faith, and 
they are swept away ! Borne and Spain have dyed 
their Christian vesture in the blood of the saints, and 
the light that was in them has become darkness! 
Thus has the gospel traveUed on its life-giving errand. 
As yet, no nation, or kindred, or people, have given it 
a lasting home. It still travels in the greatness of its 
strength, reminding us more than anything else of 
that fabled wandering Jew, whose it was to abide 
until the Lord came ; and thus it will go on, and on, 
and on, until He whom it heralds again treads this 
sacred earth, wielding with His own hand the sceptre 
of the universe. 

Years have rolled on, upwards of eighteen hundred 
having cast their shadows on the dial-plate of time, 
since the words of our text were uttered ; and still the 
promise is delayed! The Lord has not yet come. 
Are we therefore to conclude that the promise shall 
not be ftdfilled? Not be ftJfilled! Four thousand 
years elapsed between the first promise and Ae first 
coming ; nevertheless in the fulness of time He came, 
and so too in the folness of time He will again come ; 
until which period the promises of His coming have 
ever been the hope and sheet-anchor of His Church. 
Anxious expectancy was the feeling He planted in 
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the breast of His people, and that feeling His delay 
has cherished. 

Nevertheless, " the day" will come — even now it is 
on the wing; it is coming! Signs are increasing; 
shadows are being hmig out ; the world moves quicker 
than ever it did. Like a falling mass, it is rolling 
with an increased velocity as its end draws near. 
Rapidity is the order of the day. The slowness of 
past ages is buried in the tombs of our fathers. 
Everything is on the strain. Tension has almost 
attained its maximum. The acute man of business 
finds that the movemeuts and plans of yesterday will 
not avail him to-day. He must move on, and he 
must move faster, otherwise his more sagacious neigh- 
bour will pass him by, and he will have to lament, 
but with imavailing regrets. The poet, the sculptor, 
the man of letters, the statesman, and the theologian, 
must move on, and they must move^fer, else the 
wiser ones will pass them by. Humanity's march is 
onward! And why? Because we believe the last 
cycle of earth's history has commenced. The pulsa- 
tions are quicker, the circulation is more feverish. 
Earth may not run its present course another year. 
Our own eyes may see, and our own ears may hear, the 
loud swell of the Archangel's blast, as, waking the 
echoes of a slumbering world, it announces the return 
of her Lord, who shdH so come m like manner as the 
disciples had seen Him go. 



LECTUEE 11. 



THE NECESSITY FOR THE PERSONAL ADVENT OF 

CHRIST. 



** Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 
out, when the times of refireshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord; 

**And He shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 
you: 

** Whom the Heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all 
things, which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since 
the world began." Acts iii. 19 — 21. 



The subject of this our second Lecture we announce 
in the form of a proposition, the truth of which we 
humbly hope to establish, viz., " the necessity/ for the 
, second advent of the Lord Jesus Christy There is a 
term in this proposition which, in the outset, it will 
be needful for us to explain. "A necessity ^'^ asys 
Archbishop Whately, in his invaluable work, The 
Elements of Logic, " is the contrary of an impossi- 
bility, in all its senses" ; the difference being, that 
a necessity is positive, while a thing impossible 
is negative. As of the one, so of the other, there 
are three kinds — mathematical, physical, and moral 
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necessities; and mathematical^ physical^ and moral 
impossibilities. 

With the first we have not on the present occasion 
to deal : only we may remark in illustration, that, by 
" a maihematical necessity ^^ two sides of a triangle are 
greater than the third, while it is a mathematical 
impossibility to construct a triangle one of whose 
sides shall be equal to the other two. By a physical 
necessity a stone falls, while a physical impossibility 
is something at variance with the laws of nature. 
Physical impossibilities man cannot, but God can, 
surmount ; for it is evident that He who created the 
universe can at any time alter at will the properties 
of any of the substances it contains. It would be, for 
instance, physically impossible for man so to multiply 
five loaves as to make them food sufficient for five 
thousand; not so, however, with God. Hence there 
meets us in the sacred Scriptures this broad state- 
ment, made by our blessed Saviour himself (in Matt, 
xix. 26) — that "with God all things are possible.^' 
Fully to understand the force of this affirmation, we 
must remember that precisely the same thing is like- 
wise predicated by. our Saviour of a certain class 
firom among men. In Mark ix. 23 we read, " all 
things are possible to him that helievethy Now it is 
evident that, as in other cases an exception proves 
the rule, so here. We are therefore to understand 
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the expression, "all things are possiUe with Grod," 
as relating to those things which are consistent with 
the attributes of Godhead. That there are some 
things impossible, even with Deity, we have scrip- 
tural proof. Thus our Saviour, in His prayer — 
" Father, if it he possible^ let this cup pass from me." 
Consistently with the attributes of the Grodhead it 
was not possible, therefore He drank it to the dregs. 
In Heb. vL 18 we read, "it is impassible for God to 
lie"; and we know also that it is impossible for God 
to sanction, much more to reward, sin. Moreover, it 
must be remembered that when we speak of a thing 
physically impossible to man, we mean that it is " be- 
yond the natural powers of man universally, inas- 
much as what is physically impossible to a child may 
not be physically impossible to a man." By a " moral 
necessityj^ beings of a certain character act in a cer- 
tain manner — that is, we are sure they will so act. 
There are two classes of things necessary: firstly, 
some are necessary from their own nature ; such are 
Jehovah's attributes — His infinity, His omniscience. 
His omnipotence ; these are, from their very nature, 
necessary as attributes of Deity. Secondly, others 
are necessary consequentially, or from their connec- 
tion with things that are or have been. Of this latter 
class, Christ's first advent was a necessity, from the 
permitted existence of the human race after the fall 
— from the events that had preceded it, as well as 
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from the types and promises which had prefigm-ed 
and annomiced it. It was not necessary from its own 
nature, inasmuch as we can imagine, and with all 
propriety too, that the almighty Jehovah, in the 
exercise of his own illimitable authority as Sovereign 
Lord of the Universe, might call into existence some 
other planet, even more beautifully garnished than our 
own, and people it with teeming myriads of bright 
intelligences — then leaving them — with every capa- 
city for happiness, commissioning some mighty arch- 
angel as his ambassador to rule over them, making 
no fiirther revelation of Himself for ever. We can 
picture their happiness as perfect in kind. An ex- 
press revelation from the Author of their existence is 
not a necessity: there cannot be a doubt but that 
such, if given, would add to their joy ; all we main- 
tain is, it is not a necessity. To us, however, in 
consequence of the fall and the subsequent exist- 
ence of the human race, the advent of Christ was 
a necessity. 

And so we affirm of the second advent of Christ 
that it is a necessity — it is necessary as a consequence 
of the first advent ; and it is necessary because of the 
prophets who have foretold it, of the events that have 
prefigured it, and of its being a component part of 
the great and mighty plan, the scheme of salvation. 
Without it, Jehovah's government and kingdom can- 
not be established and recognized on earth. 
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The sacred writers frequently allude to this neces- 
sity as a principle. Thus, concerning the first advent 
of Christ we read (Heb. viii. 3) that, because "the 
office of the high priest in Israel was to offer gifts and 
sacrifices, it was therefore of necessity that this Man — 
Christ Jesus — should have somewhat also to offer." 
Christ Ivad somewhat to offer. Burnt-offering and 
sacrifice were not required from Him ; but " a body 
was prepared," and this body He offered, entering by 
His own blood, in virtue of that offering, into the 
holy place. " He gave Himself for us, an offering 
and a sacrifice." 

Again, in Heb. ix. 16-23 we find this necessity 
still further traced and applied : " Where a testament 
is, there must also of necessity be the death of the tes- 
tator." Again, in verse 22 we read — "Almost all 
things are by the law purged with blood ; and with- 
out shedding of blood is no remission. It was there- 
fore necessary that the patterns of things in the 
Heavens should be purified with these": but, it was 
equally necessary that "the heavenly things them- 
selves should be pmified with better sacrifices than 
these." Hence the language of our text, where the 
same subject, in similar terms, is alluded to. After 
our blessed Saviour's resurrection, he went up into 
Heaven, because the Heaven must receive him — but 
only for a limited period, until the times of restitution 



THE PEESONAL ADVENT OP CHRIST. 33 

of all things^ when, by a natural inference, He must 
return. The departure to and sojourn in Heaven is 
only for a particular purpose, « until His enemies are 
made His footstooL" 

We proceed, therefore, to inquire, in what manrier 
and under what form we deem the second advent of 
Christ to be necessary. In one form or other we have 
already seen that all are agreed in expecting its occur- 
rence : therefore all hold its necessity, though we con- 
fess we cannot see how the second advent of Christ, 
under the popular meaning of the expression, can be 
necessary. 

1. It is not a necessity that Christ should return 
and suddenly raise aU the dead, gathering them be- 
fore His throne to receive the judgment written. Such 
a proceeding would be contrary to all known proce- 
dure, both Divine and human. When judgment was 
originally pronounced upon the guilty pair, the head 
and fountain of the human race, the procedure was 
characterized by calm and serious inquiry. Are we 
then to suppose that, when the gathered millions, the 
offspring of that guilty pair, are called to give an 
account of their stewardship, the examination will be 
less careful or the scrutiny less rigorous? For such 
an inquiry much time will be requisite — not, be it 
remembered, for Divine requirements, but for human 
necessity ; inasmuch as every case, from tkat of Adam 

D 
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to ^^ the last man that shall stand on earth's sepulchral 
clod/' must be heard and investigated; and though 
there will be none to lay charge against God's elect, 
still the long roll of their names must first be recited, 
and for this time will be needed. 

2. It is not ^^a necessiiy^^ that the Lord Jesus 
Christ should come and destroy this world by fire, 
because nothing has prefigured it, nothing foretold it. 
There is no clause in the covenant of redemption to 
show that Satan has so far succeeded as to be capable 
of stipulating such a fate to the planet we inhabit. 

3. Again: Christ's second advent, under the spi- 
ritual form and aspect commonly spoken of, is not a 
necessity. We rather think it bears the opposite 
aspect of being an impossibility; nor can we see how 
they who maintain it can claim exemption fix)m the 
charge of "confounding the persons"* of the blessed 
Trinity. The period between the advents is allotted to 
the sway and rule of the Spirit op God, " the mani- 
festation of which is given to every man to profit 
withal." That Spirit was sent on Christ's departure, 
His coming depending upon that departure : " If I go 
not away J «Ae Spirit toill not came unto youJ*^ Now it 
is perfectly consistent that a spiritual government of 
the world should be under the dominion of the Third 
Person of the blessed Trinity, and that therefore the 

• * Athanasian Creed. 
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agency should be invisible ; but to maintain the same 
thing of the Son's own government and kingdom, 
who, though " He was not made nor created, was yet 
begotten," seems to us a "confounding of the Per- 
sons," or, at the least, of their offices. Had the 
Second Person of the Trinity never taken the man- 
hood into Grod, the case would have been different; 
but under existing circumstances, for which we have 
seen there has been ^^ necesailyj^ were Christ to dis- 
robe Himself of His humanity, no reason could be 
assigned why the human race should not become 
extinct, inasmuch as He is the link by means of 
which the sons and daughters of humanity are made 
"partakers of the Divine nature." Sever that link, 
and what is there to prevent the mighty fabric from 
crumbling into fragments ? Christ is the keystone : 
remove it, and what is there to prevent the arch of 
human redemption from falling into ruins ? 

Jehovah's dealings with this world are capable of 
a simple illustration. Suppose the monarch of a 
neighbouring country were to appoint a day on which 
to visit the monarch of our own — that he himself were 
to arrange his plans, detail his views, and express his 
wishes. This would lay him under an obligation, 
involve him in an act of necessity, to fulfil the pro- 
mise and to execute the plan. If he did not do so, 
he would at once forfeit all claim to ftifiire reliance 
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and all pretension to honour. Moreover, his coming 
according to the terms announced would be neces- 
sary; for if he were to come otherwise — to tak^ 
away our place and nation, to subvert our kingdom 
or overthrow our constitution — not only would there 
be no necessity for this, but it would be a violation 
of the compact, and utterly contrary to his expressed 
intentions and his revealed plans. 

In this we have a feeble analogy expressing the 
relationship and connection divinely established be- 
tween Jehovah and the world on which we live. 
This earth is a province of Jehovah's vast domain, 
the dominion thereof having been originally dele- 
gated to man. He, however, lost his right to govern, 
through breaking the terms upon which tenure was 
maintained. The sceptre, therefore, was snatched 
from his rebellious hand, and the crown torn from 
his dishonoured brow. Man was degraded in the 
eyes of the universe, and debased in the estimation 
of angels. At this juncture there stepped forth Grod'a 
own Son. In Him universal dominion, now lapsed 
from mere humanity, was vested, and all things 
placed under His feet Thus it must be remembered 
that the Redeemer stepped into Adam's plaqe, not 
into the place of devils — in the article of redeujption 
they were passed by — nor yet into the place of angels, 
but into the place of man, and therefore upoiQ man'^ 
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inheritance : " The heavens are the Lord's, but the 
earth hath He given to the children of men." We 
look upon this gift as irreversible, for the sacred 
penmen nowhere make mention of its being revoked ; 
and as each one of them wrote after the fall, ample 
opportunity was afforded. Not only, however, is 
this not the case, but our Saviour Himself, who 
brought " life and immortality to light," refers to 
the original grant and declares, "Blessed are the 
meek, for they shall inherit the earths 

Moreover, Jehovah has appointed a day in which 
He will visit this worldy to "judge it in righteousness 
by that Man whom He hath ordained." He hath 
announced His plans, detailed His views, and ex- 
pressed His wishes. His coming, therefore, is- an 
act of necessity: there exists an obligation for its 
performance. His coming, too, according to the 
terms announced is necessary. Were He to come 
otherwise— to destroy the world, for instance, and 
consume it by the fiery flame — this would be con- 
trary to all expressed intentions, and utterly at 
variance with all revealed plans, the universal tenour 
of which is that, when the Lord Jesus Christ does 
visit the earth again. He will visit it to set up His 
kingdom — a kingdom that shall never be moved, 
tod whose existence shall never know an end. 

Further to establish the truth of our proposition, 
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there are threefold characteristic offices which the 
Saviour is represented as bearing in regard to His 
people. These offices are, the priestly, the prophe- 
tical, and the kingly; or, in the language of the 
prophet Isaiah (Iv. 4), He is given for a commander, 
a witness, and a leader to the people. Of all these 
offices, one character, and one alone, was permitted to 
be the type — Moses (Deut xviiL 15; Psalm xcix. 6; 
Deut. xxxiii. 5). We refer to his investiture with 
these offices in order to show the literal fulfilment 
which we look for^ and infer as a necessity, of the 
same in Christ. The office of a Prophet, a lawgiver, 
or commander is to teach, of a Priest to intercede 
and atone, and of a King to reign. 

1. There can be no question but that the first of 
these offices was fulfilled at and by the first advent. 
Christ came then as the Prophet sent from Grod. 
Signs and wonders attested His heavenly mission. 
The Jews, however, did not hear Him; therefore 
there was fulfilled against them " the judgment writ- 
ten" — that their people and polity should be de- 
stroyed, and that they should be degraded in the 
eyes of the nations. All this has been and still is 
literally fulfilled. Now this office of Christ as Pro- 
phet could only be fulfilled in the advent of humili- 
ation. Had He appeared first in glory, the promise 
to Moses would never have been realized. Hence 
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^^ihe neoemty'*^ for the first advent of Christy and that 
in humiliation. Had this not been the case^ the evi- 
dence of His being the Messiah would have been 
weakened ; for Christ, at His coming to be the Pro- 
phet from among the Jews like imto Moses, was not, 
in the exercise of that prophetical office, to speak in 
thunderings and Ughtnings, and with the noise of a 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking (Exodus xx. 
18, 19), but to speak God's words to men as a man 
to his brother. Therefore then He did not " strive 
nor cry, nor lift up His voice in the street." And as 
the first advent was necessary to fiilfil the promise 
made by Moses, so is the second, in glory, necessary 
to fiilfil the " promises made unto the fathers." 

2. Likewise with the priestly office. There can be 
no question but that this was fulfilled partly by the 
first advent of Christ. I say partly y because it is an 
office that will continue as long as there remains a 
creature needing intercession. Christ's priesthood is 
an everlasting one. We would trace a few analogies 
between the type and the antitype. 

The priests under the law offered the gifts, the 
prayers, and the services of the people. So Christ 
presents those of His people, mingling with them, in 
order to their acceptance, the incense of His own 
spotless merits. The priests under the law " went 
always into the holy place ; but into the second went 
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the High Priest alone^ and that only once every yeiar^f 
to sprinkle with blood all the vessels of the Taber- 
nacle. It was therefore necessary that Christ should 
do so with respect to the heavenly ihings." He has 
done so. The High Priest entered this second place 
alone — the people waiting without, and expecting his 
return to bless them. So has Christ entered Heaven 
itself — He entered it upwards of eighteen hundred 
years ago ; and His church, His people, have been 
for that period waiting without — even in this wilder- 
ness world — His return to bless them. Without this 
the priestly office will not be complete. Hence " th^ 
necessity*^ for the second advent of Christ, the object 
of which is especially " to bless His people and to 
receive the shouts of multitudes adoring and confess- 
ing that He is Lord alone." 

3. His kingly office ! This awaits fulfilment. 
Christ is not on any throne now as King: He is 
" seated with His Father on His throne, until His 
enemies are made His footstool." But, replies the 
objector, Christ now reigns in the hearts of His 
people, and this fulfils the prediction that He shall 
sit on David's throne with the government on His 
shoulder; for by this means the kingdoms of the 
world are becoming the kingdoms of our Lord and * 
of His Christ. 

A simple illustration will perhaps tend to show 
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the fallacy of this conclusion. Suppose Victoria our 
Queen — whom God preserve I — were removed hy 
death ; her eldest son, by a right which none could 
question, would be at once privileged to step from 
the palace to the throne. Ah, but — say the multi- 
tude — ^we object to this step ! We object not to the 
supremacy ; we are content to own his sway in our 
hearts ; but we wiU not have him on the throne — 
it shall be void I 

. Now what would this be but the most manifest 
democracy? What, moreover, would be the stability 
of such a government? how long would a sway in 
the heart be nationally recognized and owned, when 
there was no sceptre in the hand or crown on the 
brow? 

Nevertheless, this is just what the world wants — • 
an universal democracy — the kingdom without the 
rtder — the throne, falsely so called, without its oc- 
cupant! Sad exemplification of that popular prin- 
ciple, "voa? pcfpuli vox DeVt Such, however, is not 
God's purpose. He hath foreordained Christ as 
king — not in Heaven, over angels, but on earth, over 
man : therefore His coming for that purpose, to esta- 
blish the kingdom which He is now gone into a far 
country to receive, is an act of necessity. " The 
Lord hath chosen ZiON, He hath desired it for a 
habitation," saying, " this is my rest for ever ; here 
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will I dwell. Here will I make the horn of David to 
bud . . • • His enemies will I clothe with shame, bnt 
ttpan Himtdf shall His crown jlourisJu^^ 

At present the world is divided into petty king- 
doms and petty states — all parts, however, of one 
great and mighty empire : to none is dominion xmi- 
versal or perpetoaL Empires change, dynasties fall, 
all exemplifying the statement of the Spirit by the 
mouth of the prophet Ezekiel — "I will overturn, 
overturn, overturn, till He come whose right it is, 
and I wiQ give it Himy At present, it cannot be 
inscribed on any crown or engraved on any sceptre, 
" Not trangforabU ! " Have not the events of the past 
week* confirmed this? Perhaps no crown in the 
world seemed so firmly fixed as that' of him whose 
death we have now to record. But its wearer has 
fallen! Yes, fallen is the man at whose bidding 
thousands went as sheep to the slaughter ! Fallen is 
the man at whose proud mandate the world is plunged 
into war! Crowns, therefore, are transferable, scep- 
tres do change hands : and so they will continue to 
pass from one to another of humanity's sons and 
daughters, until all things are put under His feet and 
He is crowned with glory and honour, not only as 
now in Heaven, but on earth; for "mountains and 

* This Lecture was delivered on the Sunday af^r the death of the 
Emperor of Russia. 
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all hillsy froitful trees and all cedars^ beasts and all 
cattle^ kings of the earth and all people, shall praise 
the name of the Lord, for His name only is excellent^ 
His glory is above the earth and Heofoeru^'* He has 
been His people's Prophet, He is their Priest, and 
He will as certainly be their Xing. Hence the 
necessity for the second advent of Christ. 

Moreover, Christ's second personal and glorious 
advent, as King, to reign, is necessary in order that 
the acJieme of redemption may he completed. With-^ 
out it, it is an interrupted scheme, a broken plan, a 
foiled arrangement. Hence in our text, where, with 
the preceding verse, we find the argument to be that 
Jehovah Ao^ fulfilled all which He had showed by 
the mouth of all His prophets that Christ should 
suffer; upon which St. Peter founds his exhortation 
to the Jews that they should repent, in order that 
the glory predicted to follow, the times of refreshing, 
may come from the presence of the Lord, and that 
Jesus Christ may return according to that which God 
hath spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets 
since ihe world began. The parties addressed are 
those living after the death, resurrection, and ascen- 
sion of Christ. The exhortation is, " repent " ; and 
the promise, that upon the national humiliation of 
the Jews Christ shall come again, and usher in 
the times of refireshing. Christ's coming to reign is 
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a consequence of His having come to suffer. His 
coming to suffer, all the prophets predicted, and God 
fulfilled to the letter : His coming in glory, " dll the 
prophets since the world began" have predicted ; and 
this also God will as assuredly fulfil — fulfil it, too. 
On this earth. There is, we think, a beautiful pro- 
priety, a sublime majesty, in the scene of Christ's 
suffering being the theatre of His glory; while at 
the same time it would not a little derogate firom the 
triumph of the Captain of our Salvation over the 
Prince of Darkness, were He to come here to suffer 
and go elsewhere to reign. The priestly altar and 
the regal throne are united by an indissoluble clasp 
in the decrees of Heaven. Hence of Christ it is said, 
He shall be a Priest upon His throne. 

Again : Christ's second, personal, and glorious ad- 
vent is necessary from the connection maintained 
between the events recorded in our text — first, the 
national humiliation of the Jews ; secondly, the ad- 
vent of Christ; and, thirdly, the restitution of all* 
things : consequently there can be no period of uni- 
versal blessedness until Christ leaves the Heavens 
which have now received Him. Now we are not told 
in God's Word of Christ's leaving Heaven until He 
revisits earth, nor are we aware of any necessity for 
His so doing. The union of the human with the 
Divine nature has linked the Saviour to earth under 
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the gracious claim of "our elder Brother." Whatr 
ever claim; therefore, any other portion of Grod's 
universe may have to the visit of an angel or the 
embassy of an archangel, earth has a claim upon 
Grod's own Son; and though the Heavens have now 
received Him, we look for His return to usher in the 
restitution of aU things as a necessity. 

Moreover, the real and corporeal advent of Christ 
is necessary ^ow iJie revealed fact cf our future resur- 
recbion. Had the Divine plan of redemption extended 
only to the spiritual nature of man, and left his mate- 
rial structure untouched, there would have been a 
beautiful propriety, not only in the popular idea of our 
Heaven and futurity, but also in the utter ^imihilation 
of this world by fire sweeping it as with " the besom 
of destruction" from the galaxy of the planets, inas- 
much as it had been the theatre of sin; and that 
portion of the structure of its inhabitants — the body — 
formed out of its surface, being again deposited there- 
in — the soul only being redeemed — what so fit as its 
entire annihilation ? 

This, however, is not the case. Jehovah has gra-^ 
ciously revealed and undertaken to effect the resurrec- 
tion of our bodies from the earth's surface. Had we 
not, therefore, the declaration, we might infer thQ 
purification and preservation of the earth's substance, 

L^tly, Christ's second, personal, and glorious ad- 
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vent is necessary if earth is ever to constitute an 
universal kifydom. The very Idea of an universal 
kingdom implies a Divine Baler to govern it; a Bcder 
whose faculties and means are snpematnral: and 
where is He to be found? Among the sons of men? 
Experience* answers, No ! The man has never yet 
been found who could govern one single kingdom 
with perfect equity, truth, and justice: how then 
with the whole? Among the angels? No! Their 
office is to minister to the heirs of salvation, not to 
reign over them. Empires have occasionally been 
almost universal ; when suddenly, as by mildew, 
they have been blasted, or by a mighty convulsion 
overthrown. 

We look, therefore, upon the second personal and 
glorious advent of Christ as " a necessity " : and, men 
and brethren, how stand you affected by it as an 
event of such a character? It must come, it will 
come, and it may come ere long ! Yes ! Ton blue 
and azure vault of Heaven, now so unbroken in its 
broad expanse and so radiant in its deep concave, 
must one day, like Egypt's waters, open in crystal 
folds to admit the egress of the King of Glory — ^who, 
clad in all the equipments of the Captain of our Sal- 
vation, shall come forth on His white horse of victory 
to claim and take the kingdoms for His own. The 
kingdoms will be i^omposed of their constitueuts, and 
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the constituents will be those who have ^^ washed 
their robes and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb." 

But there will be another kingdom,— the king- 
dom of darkness — formed also of its constituents, 
the unwashed, the unholy, the unjust, the filthy. 
Its doom, and that of its people, will be ultimately 
to be cast into " the lake of fire, which is the second 
death." 

In which phalanx, men and brethren, will you be 
found ? Accepted at His coming, and lifting up your 
heads with joy, because your redemption draweth 
nigh ? or, rejected — calling upon the rocks to fall on 
you and hide you firom the wrath of the Lamb ? 

Perhaps this may be answered now. The discipUne 
of earth is fitting us either for the kingdom of glory 
or the kingdom of darkness : our characters are being 
moulded into conformity either to one or to the other. 
Man is like the heart that beats in his bosom. There 
is an upper world to which he is bidden to rise, and 
there is a nether world in which he is permitted to 
mingle. The bias is downward, the efibrt is upward. 
The ties that bind to earth are cancerous, subtle, 
and wiiy. Though hard, they must be cut ; though 
difficult, they must be severed ; though laborious, the 
better and higher ones must be established. Jehovah 
has established a mighty proportion — an awfiil rule 
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of three, if we may so speak — in everything. As 
therefore we stand affected by, interested in, and re- 
lated to, the world here, so shall we stand affected 
by and interested in the kingdom of darkness there ; 
and as we stand affected by and related to Jesus 
here, so shall we stand " accepted in the Beloved " 
there. 



LECTUKE III. 

THE ACCOMPANIMENTS OF CHRIST's SECOND ADVENT. 



** And Enoch also, the geventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying. 

Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints !^^ 

Jude 14. 



We have had occasion before to notice the true 
nature and character of that passage, a portion of 
which stands at the head of the present Lecture — 
viz., that it is a compendium of the events predicted 
to occur simultaneously, or nearly so, with the second 
advent of the Redeemer. We do not take it as 
containing all that the Scripture reveals on this 
subject, but we take it as an epitome, and there- 
fore we think it not an unsuitable text when speaking 
of " the accompaniments of Chrises second advent^ 
We may have to refer to it again, but if so, it will 
be only in passing ; our object being, not to rest on 
any detached or isolated part of God's Word on this 
subject, but to make ourselves acquainted with its 
general plan. 

The passage we believe to have been originally 

E 
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uttered by Enoch, the seventh lineal descendant 
from Adam ; consequently it is the most ancient pre- 
diction extant on the subject of Messiah's advent in 
glory, for Enoch was bom in the year of the world 
622. Upwards of five thousand years ago, therefore, 
was the Redeemer said to be on His triumphant way 
— "in the way of His judgment" — going forth con- 
quering and to conquer. And when was it quoted 
— quoted, be it remembered, as unfulfilled ? By St 
Jude, in the year of our Lord 66, and of the world 
4070 ; so that for upwards of three thousand years 
it lay, as it were, a rich treasure indeed to the people 
of God, but generally unknown, until St. Jude 
caught it flowing down the stream of time, and 
stereotyped it in the temple of truth. How St. Jude 
became possessed of it we are not going to inquire, 
nor are we about to ask why Moses omitted to tran- 
scribe it Suffice it for us to know that St Jude, 
under the guidance of the infallible Spirit of God, 
was directed to write it. It bears strong evidence of 
its antiquity in the aspect it takes of the doom of the 
ungodly at Christ's coming, inasmuch as the first 
lesson Jehovah would have to teach a rebel world 
would be the knowledge of its guilt and the nature 
of the consequent punishment. The prediction still 
awaits fulfilment; for, though minor interpositions 
there may have been many — as at the flood, soon 
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after it was originally uttered ; and at the destruction 
of Jerusalem, soon after it was quoted — the Lord 
has never yet come in the majestic style described 
by the prophet Enoch, with His " myriads of saints." 

Before proceeding to gather together the various 
and minute particulars concerning the accompani- 
ments of Christ's second advent, scattered throughout 
the inspired volume, we must, to avoid confusion, 
point otit the distinction between the present subject 
— the accompanimefnt8j and that announced to succeed 
it — ihe residtSj of Christ's second advent. It is very 
evident, and only requires to be stated in proof, 
that the accompaniments of an event may be of a 
very different nature and character from the results 
or consequences. By ^^ the accompaniments^^ we mean 
the event itself, together with all its collateral cir- 
cumstances, celestial and terrestrial — the form of 
annoimcement and the manner of its execution; 
while by ^^ihe consequences^^ we mean the results, as 
well proximate as remote. 

In an earthly event the attendant circumstances 
may be sublime and magnificent in the extreme, 
while the results are trifling and insignificant ; or, 
on the other hand, the attendant circumstances may 
be of a kind to attract little or no notoriety, while 
the results are magnificent and important. But in 
the event of which we now speak, as well the at- 

E 2 
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tendant circumstances and accompaniments, as the 
consequences immediate and remote, are of an un- 
equalled and imparalleled degree of splendour, ma- 
jesty, and terror; on a scale, too, with which no 
other event in the world can be compared. 

The investigation of these attendant circumstances 
and accompaniments is the subject now immediately 
before us, in the prosecution of which we would 
prayerfully rely upon the promised aid of the Holy 
Spirit of God to guide us into the truth. 

To any careftd reader of the Bible it is evident 
that from Genesis to Revelation four leading events 
forcibly arrest attention — predicted, moreover, either 
as events of simultaneous occurrence, or to follow each 
other in rapid succession. 

Firstly, there meets us on every page the great and 
leading one, the fulcrum of all the rest — the coming 
of the Church's Head, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Secondly, and connected with this, there is the 
favour to be shown to the Jews, in the restoration 
to their own land of that long-afflicted and scattered 
people. 

Thirdly, cotemporaneously with these events — 
the restoration of the Jews and the coming of the 
Lord — there is predicted to take place two others: 
firstly, the infliction of punishment upon the wicked, 
Uvmg then upon the earth. This will constitute the 
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" great battle" at the commencement of the Millen- 
nium, and will be effected by the coming of Christ for 
the rescue of His people. There will be another at 
its close, but then the punishment will be upon all the 
wicked who have ever lived, who shall all be gathered 
together to be cast into the lake of fire, which is the 
second death. It is important to remember this dis- 
tinction. Secondly, there will be a resurrection of 
the saints, the holy dead, in order that they may 
enter into their reward. 

Fourthly, these events unitedly will usher in the 
return of the paradisaical state, that predicted period 
of blessedness popularly termed the Millennium^ 

1. Such is a brief summary of the principal and 
leading events connected with the return of the Lord, 
which events, as far as they can be classed under ac- 
companiments, we shall now consider in the order 
enumerated. On the first of the four we have already 
dwelt fully,* and need here only remark that, though 
we have thus classified them as connected, we do not 
find them always enumerated together in the sacred 
writings, sometimes one being the theme of the writer 
and sometimes another, according to the* tenor of his 
predictions. Instances many, however, might be 
mentioned, in which we have them all alluded to 

* Vide Lectures I. and II. 
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in one prophetic discourse. To name only one, in 
Isaiali xxvi. and xxvii. we have each brought before 
our notice. The twenty-sixth chapter opens with a 
song to be sung in that day — evidently the period 
of universal blessedness — in the land of Judah. It 
is a song of triumph, and therefore a review is taken 
of the events which led to it. The prophet terms 
them, in xxvi. 8, "the way of God's judgments." 
Then, in verse 19 we find the resurrection of the 
saints — JehovaKs dead men; while in verse 21 we 
have the coming of the Lord. In xxvii. 1 we have 
the infliction of punishment upon the wicked j while 
in verses 12 and 14 of the same chapter we have 
the restoration of the Jews, first " one by one" and 
then in their complete nationaHty, to worship the 
Lord on the holy mount at Jerusalem. 

2. This restoration of the Jews to their own land is 
the second event to which we have to allude as an 
accompaniment of Christ's return. Next to the uni- 
versal preaching of the gospel as a witness to aU 
nations, which we believe to have been well nigh 
accomplished, will be a strange movement among 
the Jewish people. At present they are as the dry 
bones in the valley of vision, bleached and whitened 
with the long dry winds of adversity and affliction : 
they are very many, very dry, and very scattered. 
Whether this movement in its incipient stage will be 



Christ's second advent. 55 

observed by the world or not, we cannot tell, though 
there can be no doubt but that its importance will 
soon bring it into notoriety. Under the influences of 
this " shaking " they will be gathered to their own 
land, bone to his bone, in all probability in an un- 
converted state. When there, either by the appear- 
ance of Elijah or some other agency they will be led 
to confess their iniquity (Levit. xxvi. 40-42) ; while 
Jehovah will remember His covenant and remem- 
ber the land (Ezek. xx. 42, 43, and xxxvi. 23-26), 
and, " sprinkling clean water upon them," will give 
them a new heart and a new spirit. This political 
ascendancy of the Jewish people will soon provoke 
the jealousy of the nations, who, conspiring against 
them, wiU invade their land ; when, suddenly, during 
this shaking of the powers of the Heavens, the Lord 
shall come, with myriads of His saints, and effect 
their lasting deliverance from the hands of their 
enemies. 

Such is the general outline. Upon no subject, 
however, has there obtained greater difference of opi- 
nions, or been wrought more angry controversy, than 
this — the restoration of the Jews. It is argued that 
"their return under Zerubbabel has already accom- 
plished the promises made, so that no future temporal 
restoration can be expected from any supposed incom- 
plete satisfaction of the terms of prophecy;" there- 
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fore any future gathering of the Jews is to be under- 
stood of their being gathered into the Christian churcL 
To answer this we must remember that there are three 
classes of Jews now living in the world — the Jew of 
the Assyrian, the Jew of the Babylonian, and the Jew 
of the Boman captivities. 

Firstly, there is the Jew of the Assyrian captivity. 
That he lives somewhere is evident, for it is a plain 
historical fact that they have never yet returned firom 
that captivity. St James, in the opening of his 
epistle (James i. 1), recognizes their existence, and 
this is inspired authority. At present, however, they 
are hidden — concealed by God himself — that they 
may not be reckoned among the nations. In due 
time God will make them known, inasmuch as a re- 
storation was promised ihem^ though without any 
specification as to time. 

Secondly: There is the Jew of the Babylonian cap- 
tivity. According to promise, at the expiration of 
"seventy years" these returned, under Ezra, Nehe- 
miah, and Zerubbabel — which return, it is maintained, 
accomplished all that was predicted. It is true that 
there were, among the captives who returned from 
Babylon, a small number of the ten tribes: these, 
however, are easily known and readily accounted for. 
In 2 Chron. xi, 13-16 we read that the priests and 
levites of the ten tribes, whom Jeroboam and his sons 
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had cast off^ united themselves to Rehoboam. Here 
we have a few. Again : in the reign of Asa (2 Chron. 
XV. 9), we read, there " fell to him out of Israel in 
abundance, when they saw that Grod was with him." 
Here we have a large number, it is true ; but we shall 
add together shortly the whole number that returned. 
We pass on to another instance : at Hezekiah's pass- 
over, we read (2 Chron. xxx. 10, 11) that, while some 
mocked the messengers of Hezekiah to scorn, never- 
theless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun 
humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem. These 
branches, thus imiting, became sharers of course with 
the two tribes in their blessings. But these, be it 
remembered, were not of those who had gone beyond 
Halah and Habor, in the land of Assyria, but of those 
who had not gone into captivity ; and to show that the 
return from the Babylonian captivity does not at all 
answer in its circumstances to the magnificence of the 
Scripture description of their united return from the 
north, from the east, from the west, and from the 
south, we will very briefly examine their numbers. 

If, then, we turn to 2 Sam. xxiv. 9, we find that 
when, in accordance with the command of the king, 
the number of the children of Israel was taken, there 
" were in Israel eight hundred thousand valiant men 
that drew the sword, and in Judah five hundred 
thousand men ; together, therefore, in Judah and 
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Israel, there were (me, milium three hundred iJwusand 
valiant men. Mark ! men that drew the sword ; con- 
sequently, the entire population — men, women, and 
children — could not have been less than nine millions. 
This is the number of Israel at one particular time. 
Now let us examine what proportion returned under 
Zerubbabel, which is taken as answering to all the 
Scripture says of their restoration. In Ezra ii. 64, 65, 
we learn that " the whole congregation together that 
returned was only forty-two thousand three hundred 
and sixty; besides which, there were servants and 
maids in number seven thousand three hundred and 
thirty-seven, making a total of forty-nine thousand 
six hundred and ninety -seven." In the reign of 
Artaxerxes a further influx was made. Ezra (viiL 
1-14) informs us that seventeen hundred and fifty- 
four males returned. Taking these males as one in 
four of the entire number which then returned, gives 
us about seven thousand and sixteen : this, added to 
our former number, gives the grand total of fifly-six 
thousand seven hundred and thirteen — that is, sup- 
posing the population of Israel to have been then only 
what it was in David's reign, not one hundredth part 
of the entire population returned. Is this the way in 
which we are to look for the fulfilment of Scripture ? 

Thirdly, there is the Jew of the Roman captivity. 
Those that returned firom Babylon dwelt in the land 
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of Judah until the birth of Christ, during the life of 
Christ; and after His death, even up to the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Many embraced Christianity, in which 
there is neither Jew nor Greek : they therefore became 
merged with the Gentiles, Christianity annihilating 
the distinction. Those, however, who refused to em- 
brace Christianity, were either carried into captivity 
by the Eomans or otherwise dispersed at the destruc- 
tion of Jerusalem, and they constitute the wandering 
Jew we now see. The Assyrian and Babylonian cap- 
tivities wandered north and east and south, while the 
Boman moved westward. Hence the prophets, when 
predicting their final restoration, predict it as taking 
place firom all these countries — from the north, the east, 
the west, and the south {see Isaiah xliii. 6, xlix. 12. ; 
and Psalm cvii. 1-3).* 

Another reason why we look for a national resto- 
ration of the Jews is, that they have never yet pos- 
sessed the land on the terms of the original compact 
In G^n. XV. 18 we have that compact — " from the 
EiVER OF Egypt to the River Euphrates" were 
to be its limits. All they have yet possessed has 
been from the River of Egypt to the Jordan. Is this 
the way in which we are to look for the verification 
of Scripture ? 

* See also Isaiah xi. 10-16. In one sense we have seen that the Lord, 
did this once, but He has never yet done it the second time. 
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Again: the promise of the land was not only to the 
children^ but to Abraham^ Isaac, and Jacob them- 
selves, personally and individually {see Gen, xvii. 8 ; 
xxvi. 3 ; xxviii. 13). Now we have inspired refer- 
ence to this by St. Stephen, who, as it is recorded in 
Acts vii. 1-^, speaks of this God's promise to Abraham 
and its non-fiilfilment ; for he says, "He gave him 
none inheritance in it, no, not so much as to set his 
foot on : yet He promised that He would give it him 
for a possession and to his seed after him, when as yet 
he had no child." The latter He did miraculously 
effect by the birth of Isaac, and the former we believe 
He will also miraculously fulfil in the resurrection of 
the saints and the restoration of the Jews ; and to this 
we believe St. Paul alludes, when before Agrippa he 
declares, " I stand and am judged for the hope of the 
promise made of God unto our fathers ; unto which 
promise our twelve tribes^ instantly serving God night 
and day, hope to come." And what was the promise? 
The eighth' verse answers the question — " the resur- 
rection of the dead." 

3. This brings us to our third class of the accom- 
paniments of the second advent of Christ — ^viz., " ike 
infliction of punishment upon the existing vncked^^^ and 
" the first resurrection,^^ 

To both of these the prophecy of Enoch alludes — 
to the former, in the verse succeeding that forming 
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our text, where we read that one effect produced by 
the Lord's coming will be " the convincing of all that 
are ungodly among men of all their ungodly deeds 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their 
hard speeches which ungodly sinners have spoken 
against Him;" and to the latter, in that the Lord 
cometh with " myriads of His saints,''^ Nothing is 
more general than the scriptural declarations of the 
" Lord's coming to punish the inhabitants of the earth 
for their iniquity. ^^ In fact, they are so general that 
they have given rise to the popular aspect of that 
period before alluded to. The fourteenth chapter of 
the prophet Zechariah, to which we shall hereafter 
have to refer, gives us extensive details. " The Lord 
— ^we read again — shall consume them with the spirit 
of His mouth, and destroy them with the brightness 
of His coming;" while, so terrible will be the very 
-thought of His return, that at the sign of His ap- 
proach they are pictured as calling on the rocks to 
fall on them and the hills to cover them, to hide them 
from the wrath of the Lamb. Some head of future 
apostasy will however be permitted to escape the ge- 
neral destruction, just as in the ark of old Ham was 
saved as well as Shem and Japheth : so, at this pe- 
riod, the prophet Ezekiel tells us there will be left the 
head or nucleus of future apostasy (Ezek. xxxix. 2 ; 
Kev. XX. 7-9) : and this forms one feature of differ- 
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ence between the millennial and eternal kingdoms^ 
inasmuch as firom the latter evil will be banished 
entirely 2JiA.for ever. 

We have only now to speak of the last of the great 
class of the accompaniments of Christ's advent — the 
first resurrection. That there will be " a resurrection 
both of the just and of the unjust," is the broad unequi- 
vocal statement of God's Word ; but that this will not 
be simultaneous and coincident, as generally believed^ 
is revealed, we apprehend, with equal clearness. Even 
Enoch was taught this — " Behold, the Lord cometh 
with myriads of His saints,^^ Nothing is said of the 
coming forth of the wicked and ungodly dead at that 
period, but the coming of Christ and His saints to 
judge the world ; therefore the ungodly and wicked 
living are destroyed, in order that they may all con- 
stitute one company until the close of the Millennium. 
We shall divide the passages we have to bring fof-k 
ward on this subject into two classes — firstly, those 
which speak of the priority of the righteous in that 
day ; and, secondly, those which speak of the passing 
by of the wicked during the same period. 

1. We take as the general expression the statement 
of St Paul in 1 Tliess. iv. 16, " the dead in Christ 
shall risefirsty The whole passage firom which these 
words are taken is destitute of metaphor and figure, 
dealing with the st^m realities of judgment. The 
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Thessalonian Christians had been perplexed concern- 
ing their departed. St. Paul is allaying their fears 
by assuring them of their safety and of their future 
reunion. " The Lord Himself shall descend from 
Heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel 
and with the trump of Grod" — all this excludes any- 
thing like a manifestation of the Redeemer in mere 
operation — "and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
then we which are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air." This was the company Enoch saw de- 
scending ; for it is evident that the force of the word 
" to meet," here, is, to meet for the purpose of receiv- 
ing, and then turning back to escort.* We learn 
also from this passage how the myriads of saints 
coming are identified with the saints rising ; for, as 
St. Paul elsewhere teaches us, the dead shall be raised 
and the living changed " in a moment^ in the tioinkling 
of an eye^ 

Again : St Paul writes (1 Cor. xv. 23) that, at the 
resurrection, every man shall rise in Aw ovm order. 
This is similar to the declaration of the angel to 
Daniel (xii. 13) — " thou shalt stand in thy lot at the 
end of the days." 

Moreover, our Saviour's declaration will be re- 

* In the original it is used in two places, and evidently with this 
meaning (Matt. zxt. 1; Acts xxviii. 15). 
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membered — ^which conveys no intelligible meaning 
unless it refers to a twofold resurrection — a declara- 
tion made no less than four times in the sixth chapter 
of St. John's Gospel, first generally in verse 39 : 
" this is the Father's will which hath sent Me, that 
of all which He hath given Me I should lose nothing, 
but should raise it up again aJb the last day^'^ The 
same declaration is repeated in the fortieth verse, as a 
promise, and again in verse 44 — " No man can come 
to Me except the Father draw him, and / wiU raise 
him up at the last day^ Also in verse 54 — " Whoso 
eateth my flesh and drinketh my blood hath eternal 
life, and I urill raise him up at the last day,^^ We 
look upon this declaration of our blessed Saviour as 
perfectly equivalent in the matter of resurrection to 
that made by St. Paul of the Saviour's power in the 
matter of ultimate salvation — " Christ is the Saviour 
of all men, specially of those that believe." Poten- 
tially, He is the Saviour of all men; but actually 
and really, only of them that believe. So, during the 
last day, Christ will be the source and origin of the 
resurrection of all ; but He will be specially so in the 
case of His own people, whom " He wiU raise" out of 
many, as the ransomed will be those whom He has 
saved out of many. To this agree the words of St. 
Paul in PhiL iii. 10, where he expresses his desire to 
attain unto the resurrection of the dead. That he 
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would attain this without striving he himself de- 
clares, in Acts xxiv. 15. What, then, the meaning 
of his desire? It is undoubtedly a reference to our 
Saviour's language in the sixth of St. John : his 
desire was specially to be raised by the Saviour at 
the first resurrection. In further confirmation of this 
priority of the righteous, we find our Saviour's in- 
junction in Luke xiv. 12-14. Speaking of those who 
remembered the poor, he said, " thou shalt be recom- 
pensed at the resurrection of the jmt^ " The mention 
of the resurrection of the just here, without any occa- 
sion to call it forth, is an evident indication that the 
distinction made by the Jews between the first and 
second resurrection was acknowledged by our Lord as 
correct." * Such are a few of the passages denoting 
the priority of the righteous at the resurrection. 
Many others might be adduced : suffice it to name 
two— Luke XX. 34, 35, &c., and John v. 24-29. In 
the first of these verses from St. John we have that 
spiritual resuscitation which every true believer en- 
joys from the death of sin — this is effected by. " the 
Word." Then in verse 25 we have the resurrection 
of the just ; while in 28 and 29 we have the so-called 
general resurrection, because it is the resurrection of 
all the remaining dead. 

2. We shall now allude to a few of those places 

* Olshausen. 

F 
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where the passiiig by of the wicked at this first re- 
surrection is spoken of. We take first the oldest on 
record (Job- xxviL 19) : " The rich man shall lie 
down, but he shall not he gajOvsredP Now this, which 
fully expresses the force of the original Hebrew, either 
means that such shall not be gathered at all, or that 
he shall not be gathered ^t a particular time and for 
a particular purpose. The former is unscriptural; 
therefore we believe that it means the latter. The 
phrase of being "gathered to his fathers" was purely 
patriarchal; hence we think the above passage pa- 
rallel with Prov. xxi. 16, where we read, " The man 
that wandereth out of the way of understanding shall 
remain in the congregation of the dead^ The late 
Professor Stuart, of America, though not an advocate 
of the view we maintain, remarks, in his notes on 
the Hebrew text of the Book of Proverbs, that " the 
word ^ congregation' or ' assembly' here means those 
who are congregated in the world of the dead — that is, 
the ghosts or shades which dwell there" (compare 
Prov. iL 18 and ix. 18). It means, therefore, either 
that the ungodly and the wicked remain for ever dis- 
embodied spirits, without resurrection ; or, that they 
shall not rise at a particular time and for a particular 
purpose, but subsequently. The former is unscrip- 
tural; we therefore attach to it the latter meaning. 
We refer again to Isaiah xxiv. 21, 22. Here the 
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Lord is evidently punishing the wicked alive at His 
coming, who, we are told, with their fellows, are 
^^ gathered into the pit and shut up in prison, after 
MANT DATS to be visited." To adduce only one 
further instance: the first Psalm celebrates the pre- 
sent happiness and fiiture lot of the righteous, to- 
gether with the present misery and future condition 
of the ungodly. And what is this future condition? 
" The ungodly shall not stand IN the judgment." 
The literal translation of the Hebrew here is — " the 
ungodly shall not rise in the judgment." Is not this 
what Si. John declares : " The rest of the dead lived 
not again imtil the thousand years were finished"? 
Hence we see the wondrous harmony of God's Word, 
when consistently interpreted. 

We have thus traced the accompaniments of Christ's 
second advent in their principal features. Here for 
the present we pause, because the realization of these 
will usher in and form the commencement of that 
predicted period of blessedness popularly termed the 
Millennium, the consideration of which has yet to 
follow. 

Such are the revealed accompaniments of the second 
advent of Christ They will have a twofold aspect 
to the two classes of characters which will distinguish 
the spectators. The hearts of one class will fail them 
jfor fear; while the hearts oi the other class will be 

F 2 
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buoyant with hope, knowing that their redemption 
draweth nigh. To the former they will be the 
essence of everything that is terrible, while to the 
latter they will constitute the essence of everything 
that is desirable. This world's history, under its 
present aspect, is fast drawing to a close. Already 
millennial chimes are wafted with the breeze; already 
the sun is up, and it is waxing apace to millennial 
effulgence; already the sabbatism is fast approach- 
ing: but who shall live when God doeth these 
things? 

x4.h, brethren, that is the question, that is the ques- 
tion, we would ply as the application of this subject. 
Who shall live when these things are being wrought ? 
who shall abide during their execution? High time 
is it for us to be, with the prophet Habbakuk, on our 
watch. A lowering sky is mantling over this sinful 
world of ours; dark clouds are gathering; already 
the drops have fallen, the first drops, of the desolating 
storm. Would you survive that storm uninjured, 
and emerge firom that tetopest unscathed ? Then 
robe yourselves with the garment of the Redeemer's 
righteousness; gather it around you; be jealous of 
its folds ; shield yourselves in its capacious embrace. 
But, O keep it unspotted! keep it uninjured! 
Better never to have raised it to your shoulders, 
than, having placed it there, to defile it. Better 
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never to have had the cross on your brow, than, 
having it there, to sully it Better never to have 
heard " the charming name of Jesus," than, having 
heard it, not to be bettered under its influence. Take 
heed, then, men and brethren ; take heed ! Watch ; 
for, " at such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man 
cometh." 



LECTUEE IV. 



THE RESULTS OF THE SECOND ADVENT OP CHRIST. 



^ Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute 
judgment upon all/* Jud» 14, 15. 



The results of Christ's second advent — what are 
they? Of the most blessed kind and of the most 
glorious description. His advent will usher in the 
restitution of all things : restoring the long-unbalanced 
axes of earth, and readjusting its long-needed equi- 
librium. At present, turn where you will, the low 
wail of suflfering humanity — the voice of lamentation, 
misery, and discontent — salute your ears; the deep 
groans of sin, sorrow, remorse, and shame, meet you 
on every side. North, east, west, or south, you will 
find little or no variation in this description : it reigns 
equally in the tabernacles of Japheth, the tents of 
Shem, and the dwellings of Ham. This earth is at 
present a huge lazar-house, a mighty hospital, carry- 
ing in its bosom, on its unvarying revolutions, every 
form of sufiering and every variety of despair. Op- 
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pression stretches wide her deadly grasp; injustice, 
deceit, and violence, have a place in every land, Mo- 
hammedan, Pagan, or professing Christian, while 
worldliness and vanity everywhere reign triumphant. 
Unhappy illustrations of these statements are con- 
tinually before our eyes; thus our own experience 
must have borne testimony to their truth. 

The present existing population of the globe on 
which we live is estimated at upwards of eight 
hundred millions. Of these eight hundred millions: 
not one fourth outwardly profess Christianity : about 
eighty millions are Boman Catholics, seventy millions 
Protestants, and fifty millions belong to the Greek 
Church. The remaining three fourths may be classed 
as "Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heathen." Of the 
latter class alone there are upwards of four hundred 
and fifty millions. Moreover, it is computed, by those 
who have examined the data firom which the conclu- 
sions are drawn, that since the commencement of the 
Christian era not less than thirty-six thousand eight 
hundred and sixty millions have died as heathens; and 
even nowj with all our gospel light and gospel privi- 
leges, upwards of two thousand two hundred are dying 
every hour — that is, about thirty-eight human souls 
every minute, or one in every two seconds, are passing 
into eternity in utter ignorance of " the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom He has sent." 
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. Now we ask, is this the corresponding state of 
things to that predicted by the prophet when he says, 
" the earth shall h^full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea"? Is darkness, sin, sor- 
row, and misery, the knowledge of the Lord? Can 
murder, infanticide, adultery, and uncleanness, be 
classed under the things that result from the know- 
ledge of the Lord? Is this the state, the character, 
and the condition, of that kingdom which is declared 
to be the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ, 
Himself reigning over and swaying the sceptre of the 
universe? Are these wastes of human wretchedness 
the results and consequences of the Saviour's coming 
and tabernacling among the sons of men? Surely 
not ! It is a reflection upon language to suppose that 
its meaning is so inaccurate and its terms so ambiguous. 
We proceed, therefore, in this Lecture, to investigate 
the Scripture account of the results and consequences 
of our Saviour's second coming, and for this purpose 
we add the next clause to the passage forming our 
previous text — " Behold, the Lord cometh with my- 
riads of His saints, TO execute judgment upon 
ALL," To this latter clause and its explanation, as 
gathered from the sacred Word, do we now propose 
to restrict ourselves ; merely remarking that the view 
we here take is only a diflFerent aspect of the period 
that will come before us again in the ensuing Lecture 
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— viz., the interval between the second advent of 
Christ and the establishment of the eternal kingdom 
at the close of His reign. We prefer the clause of 
our text to any other that might be chosen, because 
of its allusion to the popular and imiversally recog- 
nized aspect of the period. That Christ will come, 
when He does come, in the comprehensive language 
of our Liturgy, " to judge the toorldj'^ or, in the more 
defined language of our Creed, " to judge the quick 
and the dead," is admitted without a question by all 
worthy the name of Christians. 

So fEur as the popular creed can be expressed, it is 
believed that the Saviour will suddenly illume the 
canopy of Heaven — ^gather the nations of the living 
and the dead simultaneously ; at once efiecting their 
separation by hurlhig the one to the blackness of de- 
spair, and receiving the other to the mansions of bliss. 
Such is supposed to be the entire work, whereas it is 
only the closing scene, the final catastrophe. To 
show this, we propose to inquire into the circum- 
stances, duration, proceedings, and events of this yet 
expected day or period, commonly and very properly 
termed " the day ofjudgmenU^^ 

Day of judgment ! What a sublime theme ! What 
an awfiil contemplation ! That day which, standing 
between time and eternity, shall fold in its vast em- 
brace all destinies for evermore ! 
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In Acts xvii. 31 we find that such "a day" is a 
Divine appointment, made no doubt coeval with the 
Lamb slain, before the foundation of the world. " God 
hath appointed a day in the which He will judge the 
world in righteousness, by that Man whom He hath 
ordained." The whole so-called Millennarian con- 
troversy hangs upon this one expression, " tJiA day of 
judgment." Not that the difference of opinion is so 
much respecting the events of the period, as of the 
duration of the period itself, which duration at once 
defines the character of the events ; for if it is to be an 
ordinary day of twenty-four hours, the events must be 
very summary, very momentary, and almost instan- 
taneous, executed with the rapidity of the lightning's 
flash ; whereas, if it is to be a period long drawn out 
— say, a hundred, five hundred, or a thousand years — 
firom the time thus allowed, the events will at once 
assume a different phase and exhibit a different cha- 
racter. 

We look upon the words of our text and of those of 
the passage just quoted as a summary— a summary, 
too, the most comprehensive to be found in the Scrip- 
tures. Placing it, therefore, at the head of our in- 
vestigation, we would gather under it as species the 
various events which the Scripture defines as occur- 
rences of the period. 

1. There are two verses (in 1 Cor. xv. 22-24) 
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which, with a clause of the third, in their scope em- 
brace the entire period from the fall of man to the 
establishment of the eternal kingdom after the general 
judgment " As in Adam all die" — ^there is an event 
which happened near six thousand years ago — " even 
so in Christ shall all be made alive ; but every man 
in his own order, Christ the firstfruits." There is 
the event which occurred upwards of eighteen hun- 
dred years ago — Christ's resurrection. Then follows 
another clause, between which and the event of the 
preceding, as just remarked, there has already elapsed 
nearly eighteen hundred and thirty years ; afterwards, 
they that axe Christ's at His coming. Another mighty 
period is ne;xt alluded to : " then cometh the end." 
Now, if such a period was permitted to elapse between 
the death in Adam and the appearing — the life, death, 
resurrection, and ascension— of Christ; and, ftirther, 
if such a period has already been permitted to trail- 
spire between the resurrection and ascension of Christ 
the firstfruits, and His return, bringing His saints 
with Him — ^where the inconsistency of a lengthened 
period between His second coming and the end? 
Does not analogy require it? More: do not circum- 
stances — ^that is, the predicted circumstances — of the 
period demand it? 

It is at once evident from this passage that the 
period intervening between the death in Adam and 
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the life through Christ is taken up by the patriarchal 
and Jewish dispensations ; while it is equally evident 
that the period between the resurrection and ascension 
of Christ the firstfruits, and the end, is occupied not 
altogether by the Christian dispensation, but by the 
Christian dispensation wnd some oiher^ because the 
Christian dispensation wiU terminate with the second 
advent of Christ. What other ? We identify it with 
" the judgment j^ " the day ofjvdgmentj^ " the day of the 
Lordy^ " iJie year of Ood^s redeemedy^ &c. ; and that 
this conclusion is warranted by the Scriptures of truth 
we now proceed to show. 

The fourteenth chapter of the prophet Zechariah is 
one which, more than any other of the same extent^ 
deals particularly with the events of this period. To 
it (Zech. xiv. 4-9) therefore we turn. 

No ingenuity of reasoning can fairly wrest the sub- 
lime events of this chapter so as to accommodate them 
to the Christian dispensation. Living waters do not 
now go forth /r(ww Jerusalem (v. 8)^they rather con- 
verge as tributary streams Umards Salem's sacred 
walls: the Lord is not now king over all the earth 
(v. 9) : the Lord God and his saints have not come 
(v. 5) : there is no Feast of Tabernacles at Jerusalem 
for the people yearly to go up and keep ; consequently, 
we do not find the nations punished by the plague for 
not keeping it (v. 16-19) : nor is Jerusalem yet safely 



SECOND ADVENT OP CHRIST. 77 

inhabited (v. 11). These are only a few of its features, 
but they are sufficient to show that its events do not 
tally and dovetail with the events of the present dis- 
pensation: there is no correspondence between them. 
To what, then, does the chapter refer? We reply, 
the fifth verse identifies it with Enoch's prophecy. 
They both, though more than two thousand years had 
elapsed, looked through the same glass, and the same 
image was reflected on its lens. Nor is this all : the 
eye of St Jude, upwards of five hundred years after, 
beheld the same scene; and, finding no words so 
adequate, he travelled back by the Spirit of the Lord 
to the seventh from Adam for words in which to ex- 
press it, thus giving to the landscape aU the honour of 
revered antiquity. 

A careftd survey of the contents will show that the 
period to which the chapter refers in the first verse — 
viz., the day of the Lord^s coming — is divided into many 
sections or branches. On his own testimony, we claim 
all the events of this chapter for the day of the Lord's 
coming with all His saints. Li the second verse we 
read that at the commencement of that day a great 
battle shall be fought in the vicinity of Jerusalem — 
that the Lord shall appear on behalf of His distressed 
people. His feet standing where they stood on His 
departure, on the Mount of Olives — that it shall be 
" one dayj'' or period, just as we now live in the day 



78 • THE BESULTS OP THE 

or period in which St. Paul addressed the Hebrews 
when He said, " to-day, if ye will hear His voice, 
harden not your hearts." Moreover, it shall be a day 
of blessing, a day when the Lord alone shall be King. 
But (v. 12) it shall be a day of destruction to the 
wicked ; thus it will be that day when the Lord shall 
come with myriads of His saints to eocecute jvdgmmt 
upon dU — "judgment in the way" of ddiverance to 
His own people, and "judgment in the way " of canr 
demnation to His enemies. 

To understand, however, fiilly the nature of " the 
judgment," we must institute an inquiry firstly into 
the meaning, nature, office, and attributes of a judge 
— inasmuch as upon these depend the nature, trans- 
actions, and events of the judgment. 

On the subject of the judgment, as on others, the 
doctrine of Scripture is collective — that is, we have 
here a little and there a little ; here a scene of the 
judgment, and there a scene ; rightly to comprehend 
the whole, we must group together these detached 
parts and scenes. But, to return : it is not the ques- 
tion to inquire what this office involves now, for a 
judge in England is simply one who dispenses by 
sentence the decisions and judgments of the law; 
rather is it for us to ask, what were the office and 
employments of a judge in Israel? With them, we 
believe, the office was typical. That it was so Moses 
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declares ; for, when himself a judge of Israel, he writes 
(Deut. xxxii. 36), "the Lord shall judge His people." 
This is taken up by the Psalmist repeatedly ; and, to 
confirm this by the New Testament, we read in St 
Peter's declaration (Acts x. 42) that "God hath 
ordained Christ the Judge of quick and dead." 
On the subject in hand there is in the Bible a book 
which, as its name imports, bears strongly on the 
present question — ^viz., " the book of the Judges." 

The first judge in Israel was Moses ; and for the 
way in which he exercised his judicature we have 
only to refer to his second book (Ex. xviii. 13-16). 
" Moses sat to judge the people, and the people stood 
by Moses firom the morning unto the evening. And 
the people came unto him to inquire of God, When 
they had a matter, they came unto him, and he judged 
between one and another ; and he did make them know 
the statutes of Ood.^^ Evidently, then, from this one 
instance, the office of a judge and the day in which he 
sat to judge include much more than is usually sup- 
posed. This would be seen both here and in other 
pases, if we were to attend to the original import of 
the terms, instead of adapting them to our own asso- 
ciations and practices. To illustrate still farther this 
subject, we have in Judges (iL 16-19) a general de- 
scription of the benefits and blessings possessed by 
Israel during their reign. "Nevertheless the Lord 
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raised up judges, which delivered them out of the 
hand of those that spoiled them ; and yet they would 
not hearken unto their judges. And when the Lord 
raised them up judges, then the Lord was with ihejudge^ 
and delivered them out of the hand of their enemies aU 
the days of the judge. And it came to pass, when the 
judge was dead^ that they returned and corrupted 
themselves*" Therefore, could their judge have lived 
for ever, and Jehovah's blessing been secured by his 
everlasting obedience, the condition of the people 
would have been ever prosperous and happy. 

Again, Samuel was a judge in Israel. " He judged 
Israel all the days of his life ; and he went from year 
to year in circuit, returning again to his house." 
Afterwards, in his old age, " he made his sons judges 
over Israel; but the thing displeased the Israelites, 
because his sons walked not in his ways." They 
demanded a king to judge them. Now the Lord was 
their king. Samuel therefore prayed to the Lord 
— to whom the Lord declared that their rejection was 
the rejection of Himself, not of Samuel. They re- 
ceived " a king to judge them, to go out before them, 
and to fight their battles!' (1 Sam. vii. 15-17 j viii. 
5-19). Saul was their first king, and their history 
and condition during his reign are too well known to 
need comment. 

David succeeded Saul; and of David we find it 
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written (2 Sam. viii. 15) that "he reigned over all 
Israel, and executed judgment and juMtce unto all iJke 
people.^^ Solomon, that eminent type of Christ, suc- 
ceeded David; and in Solomon's prayer at Gibeon 
we find this request: — "Give (O Lord) thy servant 
an understanding heart to judge thy people^ that I may 
discern between good and bad" (1 Kings iii. 9). 
And again (in 1 Kings vii. 7) we read, Solomon 
"made a porch for the throne, where he might 
judged Henceforth, therefore, the throne and the 
judgment-seat are one and the same. 

Let us now carry forward the information thus 
gained to the passages before us in the New Testa- 
ment. But first, if we look to Acts xiii. 19, &c., we 
shall find that all these offices terminate in Christ. 
Gt)d, we read, for sake of His people, destroyed the 
nations and raised up judges : after that He gave them 
a king, Saul, whom He subsequently removed, raising 
up David — of whose seed, God, according to His 
promise, raised up unto Israel A Saviour, Jesus ; so 
that both the judicial and regal offices point to Christ, 
for in the Book of Nehemiah (ix. 27) we find the 
judges typically termed their Saviours, 

We hold, then, that the results of this inquiry 
ought to guide us in the interpretation of the passage 
Acts xvii. 30, where we read that " God hath appointed 
A DAY in the which He vnlljtvdge the world — not Israel 

G 
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merely — in righteousness, by that man whom He hath 
ordained ; the assurance of which He hath given by 
the fact of that man — Jesus Christ's — resurrection." 
This explains what we read in the prophets* Jeremiah 
(xxiii. 5, 6) declares — " Behold, the days come, saith 
the Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall 
execute judgment and justice in the eajrth* In His days 
Judah shall be saved^ and Israel shall dwell safely ; 
and this is the name whereby He shall be callecl^ The 
Lord our Eighteousness." The seventy-second 
Psalm illustrates the nature, duration, and extent of 
His kingdom, concluding with a general ascription of 
praise when the WHOLE EARTH is filled with His 
glory : " He shall judge the poor of His people, and 
save the children of the needy." From sea to sea 
shall His dominion run, while cIR Icings shall fall 
down before Him, and all nations do Him service ; 
but, at the same time, ^' He shall Ireak in pieces the 
oppressor y 

These are only a few of the Scriptures that might 
be quoted; but we ask, can they 'apply to any other 
period than that recorded in our text, when the Lord 
shall come with myriads of His saints to execute 
JUDGMENT upon all? And if they do apply to this 
period, are they not sufficient to show that the office 
of (A^ Saviour J as Judge, will be of a much greater 



SECOND ADVENT OP CHRIST. 83 

extent than that of a mere avenger? To judge His 
people, *in the scriptural sense of the term, He must 
Kve amongst and reign over them, keeping their 
enemies in subjection, directing them with His wiU, 
and ordering all things for their glory and joy. Such 
are the results predicated of His judicature and reign. 
The Psalmist says He shall live, in contrast with for- 
mer judges, who have died. Isaiah affirms that " the 
government shall be upon His shoulder, and of its in- 
crease there shall be no end : upon the throne of David 
and upon his kingdom, to order it and establish it 
with judgment and with justice for ever." St. John 
says, that when He reigns He shall bind that old 
serpent, the Devil, for a thousand years : is this the 
probable duration of His reign before the general 
resurrection and the establishment of its final as- 
pect?* 

We must now proceed to apply the information 
gained respecting the nature, office, and attributes of 
the judge, to the nature and events of the judgment. 
Here there can be no difficulty, inasmuch as, from the 
various offices of the judge, we at once discover the 
reason for the various epithets applied to the period 
itself. We must remember that each one writing of 
that period would carry without doubt the principles 
we have laid down in his mind. They did so : and 

* Our next Lecture will revert to this question. 

G 2 
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therefore one writer terms Christ's kingdom " the day 
of judgment"; another, " the day of vengeance," be- 
cause " He shall break in pieces the oppressor"; an- 
other, or the same in another aspect, " the year of my 
redeemed," " the acceptable year," the " Sabbath of 
the people of God," " that great day," " the times of 
the restitution of all things," " the times of refresh- 
ing." So numerous and so manifold are its charac- 
teristics ; and however paradoxical it may appear, it 
will be all these : while it is evident that all these, 
and the many more that may be found, are divisible 
into two classes — ^judgment in the way of deliverance 
to his own people, and judgment in the way of con- 
demnation to his enemies. To the children of the 
Wicked One it will be the day of vengeance and wrath ; 
while to the children of God it will be the acceptable 
year, the long-looked-for Sabbath of rest which eaxth 
hath never yet kept; and this aspect of it explains 
much of the language especially of the Book of the 
Psalms, where the predicted "judgment" often forms 
a subject of prayer. The whole of the eighty-second 
Psalm, for instance, is taken up — firstly with a vision 
of the judgment, and secondly with a prayer for its 
speedy accomplishment, together with the showering 
down of its long-predicted blessings ; while the last 
verse is tlirillingly emphatic, " Arise, O God, jvdge 
the earth : for thou shalt inherit all nations ! " What 
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is this but another aspect of the petition, " thy king- 
dom come" ? But can you make " tlie judgment" a 
subject of prayer ? 

** Day of judgment, day of wonders! 
Hark ! the trumpet^s awful sound. 
Louder than ten thousand thunders. 
Rocks the vast creation round!** 

And this — a subject of prayer ? Men of the world 
dread it ; and well they may. It will put an end to 
all their schemes and plots and plans; it will stop 
their merchandise ; and though they may have " gone 
thus far" in adding house to house and field to field, 
it will define for ever the boundary — " no farther !" 
Men of sin abhor it ; and well they may. It will in- 
scribe an eternal "finis" to all their hitherto un- 
bridled indulgence — their lasciviousness, uncleanness, 
debauchery, and licentiousness. The mere professor 
of Christianity would like it deferred ; he would like 
^^ the shadow of the degrees" of this world's course 
" to go backward some ten degrees on the dial of its 
Ahaz, lest he be cut off in his days and be deprived of 
the residue of his years." Full well he knows that, 
when it does come, the tattered robe which serves him 
now so well as a creditable passport with his fellow 
men will fall from his shoulders — that every hypocrite 
will be then unmasked, and every false professor im- 
veiled. Deferred ? It cannot be ! It is written in 
the decrees of Heaven, which alter not, neither are 
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given to change. 8a^n has had " his day" with the 
world : he set his foot on its fair form when it was 
just cast in all its verdant bloom and paradisaical 
blessedness from the h9,nd of its Almighty Creator, 
to work that mighty deed, the fell of its inhabitant 
The world has had its day, in which it has lapsed 
&rther and farther from God. Occasionally, indeed, 
it has been "merry-hearted," and the "mirth of its 
tabret" has been joyous;* but "liberty" it has yet 
known none — " the bondage of corruption" hath been 
its "swaddling clothes" for well nigh six thousand 
years. Nevertheless, ere long God will have His 
DAY — His day of reckoning, "in the way of His 
judgments" — when a still mightier deed will be 
wrought, even the restoration of its inhabitants to the 
fe.vour of God, and the purification of its structure to 
His glory. 

And what of that day ? Behold, it cometh I All 
things conspire to say that it is not now far distant 
The sound has gone forth — "Behold, the bridegroom 
cometh!" Consequently, "men's hearts are failing 
them for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth." We need not be surprised, 
therefore, whenever its solemn events and its mys- 
terious transactions are brought before our eyes. It 
may be on a day when the world is quieter than usual, 
when its merchandise is more prosperous and its busi- 
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ness more cheering, that the wheels of nature will be 
suddenly arrested in the course and motion they haye 
so long and so incessantly maintained. There will be 
a pause : anon, a dreadful silence — none will dare to 
speak. Before they are permitted to recover from the 
shock, the universal Ughtning flash wiU spread its 
lambent flame. With it is the archangel : he blows 
the trump of Grod, awaking the echoes of the world 
and arresting the sleep of death. ^^ They that hear do 
live" — the holy dead. 

** Eadi particle of dust wbm claimed: the turf. 
For ages trod beneath the careless foot 
Of men, rose, organized in human form; 
Hie monumental stones were rolled away; 
The doors of deatl^ were opened; and in the dark 
And loathsome yault, and silent chamel house, 
Moying, were heard the mouldered bones that sought 
Their proper place.'* 

They arise, bursting the bands of death ; they come 
forth as their Great Head did on the morning of His 
resurrection. Th^ happy living are changed like 
Enoch and Elijah of old, and, now constituting one 
company, they are together placed in the chariots of 
Israel, and, with the angels — whose office it is to 
gather the elect — as the horsemen thereof, they are 
caught up as with eagles' wings; and, meeting the 
Lord in the air, they rest there for a little season, 
*^ until the indignation be overpast." Safe " in their 
chambers, the door is shut, and they are hidden." 
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Then bursts the unmitigated volume of Jehovah's 
anger against the wicked and ungodly on the earth : 
the long-pent-up flame is sent forth to execute its 
dire commission : " the Lord cometh out of His place 
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their ini- 
quity:" "the people are smitten, their flesh consum- 
ing away while they stand upon their feet:" "they 
are gathered together as prisoners are gathered in the 
pit, after many days, to be visited;" just as the earth 
on which we now live contains the gathered and 
sleeping dust of the antediluvians. " The cities of 
the nations fall," and, in the fullest sense of the term, 
"the works that are in the earth are burned up": the 
circling flame devours them. But by the same flame 
earth itself is purified, and fitted for the habitation of 
Christ and His people — during its rest from sin and 
rest from sorrow — ^who now descend and take up their 
abode thereon. This is the return of its paradisaical 
state. Then is administered " the reward according to 
works." Then do "the righteous shine forth in the 
"kingdom of God." " Then the moon is confounded 
and the sun ashamed ; for the Lord of Hosts is reign- 
ing in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and before His 
ancients gloriously." Then shall " the Lord God 
wipe away tears from ofi" all faces ;" " and it shall be 
said in that day, Lo, this is our God ; we have waited 
for Him, and He will save us : this is the Lord ; we 
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have waited for Him : we will be glad and rejoice in 
His salvation." 

Listen to the song that shall rise from the whole 
ransomed creation, as the song once rose from Moses 
and the children of Israel, after Pharaoh and his host 
were destroyed in tlie Red Sea : — 

** The Lord reigneth : let the earth rejoice ; let the mnltitade of isles 
be glad thereo£ 

Clouds and darkness are round about Him : righteousness and judg- 
ment are the habitation of His throne. 

A fire goeth before Him, and bumeth up His enemies round about. 

His lightnings enlightened the world : the earth saw, and trembled. 

The hills melted like wax at the presence of the Lord, at the presence 
of the Lord of the whole earth. 

The Heavens declare His righteousness, and all the people see His 
glory. 

Confounded be all they that serve graven images, that boast them- 
selves of idols : worship Him, all ye gods. 

Zion heard, and was glad: and the daughters of Judah rejoiced 
because of Thy judgments, Lord. 

For Thou, Lord, art high above all the earth : Thou art exalted f&r 
above all gods. 

Rejoice in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remem- 
brance of His holiness.** 

Such we believe to be the day of judgment. And, 
brethren, we shall be there. In its sacred solemnities 
we shall each bear a part: in its thronging myriads 
we shall each stand — and that as conspicuously as if 
we were alone — either to be taken or to be left, and 
after many days to be visited. 

Oh, then, ere the solemnities, the sublimities, and 
the terribleness of that day come, betake you to the 
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refuge, the only refuge, where you can be safe — ^the 
Bock of Ages. Make the Judge your friend, not 
only by naming His name, but by departing fiom 
aU iniquity. Then wiU you be enabled to say, with 
the Psahnist — "Arise, O God, judge Thou the 

EARTH !" 



LECTTJRE V. 



THE MILLENNIUM A SABBATIC PERIOD. 



** There reinaineth therefore a rest for the people of God«** 

Hebrewi iv. 9. 



The sabject which this Lecture is designed to bring 
forward is not one that has been hitherto unnoticed in 
this volume^ inasmuch as we have abready alluded to 
and dwelt upon it under various aspects. Like the 
great subject — the Second Advent — mentioned at 
the outset, it also is legibly stamped on well nigh 
every page of Grod's Word. Nor is it here only 
that it has found a plsu^e : the almost universal con- 
sent of mankind has made it patent Most of 
humanity^s fallen sons believe that there is some- 
thing still in store, even for earth — ^that " there is a 
good time coming." Some think human effort is to 
produce it: we do not. Others maintain that pro- 
gress in the arts and advance in civilization is to 
inaugurate it: we do not. Others, again, less philo- 
sophical, and with more piety, believe that the 
preaching of the gospel is to effect it : we think it 
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beyond the pale of the gospel's influence, for reasons 
already assigned. 

We refer to this as sufficient to show that there 
is a sort of crude floating belief concerning the period, 
both in its nature and employments. Nevertheless, 
there are some who look upon the doctrine as an 
absurdity, and the belief itself as a fable. But a 
few years ago, and it was a term of opprobrium to 
merit the epithet " Millennarian." It was thought 
"a wild and extraordinary delusion" — "an obscure 
doctrine, in which there was certainly something 
plausible," but that it was of a very antiscriptural 
nature and of a very carnal tendency. It would, 
however, be equally sound reasoning to say that the 
establishment of the Church of Christ at all on earth 
were of a carnal tendency; for where the difierence? 
The gospel dispensation and the Millennium differ 
only in this — that the former is the kingdom of Christ 
in embryo, while the latter is the same kingdom of 
Christ in full maturity and perfection. We should 
be perfectly content to bear these or any other epithets 
that might be cast upon us in what we believe to be 
true; but, thank God! the aspect has changed — 
many now preach the doctrine which once they 
laboured to destroy. We live in an age of inquiry 
— inquiry on religious as well as on literary and 
scientific subjects. Man's "ipse dixit" is not of the 
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value it was : the spirit of the noble Bereans is abroad 
— human teaching is brought " to the law and to the 
testimony"; and, we feel sure, the more generally this 
is done, the more universal will be the belief in the 
once despised doctrine of THE Millennium. 
We propose in the present occasion to inquire 

I. What the Millennium really is in its 
Nature and Beajiing; and 

II. To ADDUCE, FROM THE LaW AND THE TES- 
TIMONY, Proof for our positions. 

I. The word "Millennium," it is true, nowhere 
occurs in the Scriptures : it is a Latin word, composed 
of two others, the meaning of which is, " a thousand 
years." The kindred term in the Greek, the original 
language of the New Testament, is "Chiliasm," of 
the same import and meaning. St John, in the Book 
of the Revelation, gives us the key to the term when 
he tells us (Rev. xx. 1) that the angel laid hold of 
" Satan and bound him a thousand years*'* ; and again, 
in verse 4 he tells us, of the martyrs of Jesus and the 
faithful in Christ, that " they lived and reigned with 
Him a thousand years^ Again, in verse 5 we read, in 
proof of our former position, that " the rest of the dead 
lived not again until the thousand years were JinishedJ^ 
Here we have the Millennium under the threefold 
aspects maintained in our last — that of the happiness 
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of God's people, the restraint of the power of evil, and 
the passing hj of a thousand years before the judg- 
ment of the wicked. 

The Millennium is not the eternal kingdom, but 
a dispensation preceding it. The state of things 
which now is, is designed to have an end, while at the 
same time there is destined to succeed it that kingdom 
which shall know no termination* " The true view, 
therefore, of the Millennixmi, is, that it is a dispensa- 
tion expressly interposed, for special and adequate 
reasons, between the termination of the present and 
the commencement of the future. It is not the pro- 
longation of that which w, nor the beginning of any- 
thing absolutely new^ but the restoration of that which 
once was. It is neither the economy of Heaven antici- 
pated nor the sublimary state of earth perpetuated, 
but the scheme of Paradise revived."* 

We have in a former Lecture maintained ^^the 
necesstty^^ for the personal advent of Christ. We 
might pursue the same line of argument with respect 
to the Millennium, maintaining its necessity. 

1. There has never yet been any manifestation of a 
triumphant and victorious church. It is true, Christ's 
people are being " gathered one by one" into " HadeSy^ 
or the invisible world; and while there, they form 
a goodly company. There we have "the glorious 

♦ " Greswell on the Parables,*' Vol I. 
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company of the apostles^ the goodly fellowship of the 
prophets, the noble army of martyrs," in a triune 
band, praising God; while on earth we have "the 
holy church acknowledging Him" now well nigh 
"throughout all the world." This, thus far, is a 
triumph, but it is only a partial one: the Seed of 
the Woman is bruising, but it has not yet bruised, 
the head of the Serpent. Every step in redemptive 
dealings has been as blow upon blow on the head of 
the tempter. Thus he has received many a stroke — 
the most deadly of all was that given on the cross. 
Nevertheless, the church of Christ in our day is only 
as the woman fled into the wilderness : she has, in- 
deed, " a place prepared of God," but Satan pursues 
her, " casting out of his mouth water as a flood to 
cause her to be carried away" {see Rev. xii.). Is this 
Satan's head being bruised? K so, what mean the 
apostle's words, " the God of peace shall bruise Satan 
under your feet shortly ^^ (Rom. xvi. 20)? Satan's 
head is not yet bruised ; the final blow is reserved for 
the Lord's second coming: hence "^ necessity ^^ of 
the millennial dispensation, when he shall be bound 
in chains and shut up in the abyss, to manifest the 
triumph. The twentieth chapter of the Revelation, 
thus viewed, seems to us to solve the whole mystery. 
2. Again : it is tmtten in the prophet Hosea 
(i. 10, 11), and quoted by St. Paul as in his day 
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unftilfilled (Bom. ix. 25, 26), that "m iJie place — 
Jerusalem — in which it was said unto them — evidently 
the Jews — Ye are not my people; there it shall he 
said unto them. Ye are the sons of God." Now, 
there can only be two opinions on this declaration: 
either it was fulfilled at the restoration from Babylon, 
when they did return even to the place where it had 
been said to them, "Ye are not my people"; or, it 
awaits fulfilment. We cannot see how by any inge- 
nuity the return from Babylon can be claimed as its 
fulfilment ; for then (according to verse 11) Judah and 
Israel did not return together; then the number of 
Israel was not as the sand of the sea, for it was num- 
heredy and anyone may read their numbers in the 
books of Ezra and Nehemiah; then the children of 
Israel did not appoint themselves one head^ for ten 
tribes knew nothing at all of the return. "At that 
time," remarks the learned Bishop Horsley,* " Judah 
alone existed as a body politic. They returned imder 
their leader, Zerubbabel, some few stragglers of the 
ten tribes returning with them. No sooner, how- 
ever, were the returning captives resettled in Judea, 
than those of the ten tribes, joining with the mongrel 
race which they found in Samaria, separcded themselves 
from Jvdahj and set up a leader and a schismatical 
warship of their own. Was this any such incorpora- 

* " Biblical Criticism," vol. ii. 
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tion, as the prophecy describes, of Judah and the rest 
of Israel under one sovereign ? " Certainly not Jew- 
ish nationality at present is hidden — not, be it remem- 
bered, lost The Scriptures inform us it will so remain 
during the Christian dispensation : " The people shall 
dwell alone, and not be reckoned among the nations." 
Hence the necessity for the millennial dispensation, if 
the prophecy of the prophet Hosea is ever to be 
fulfilled, and if it is ever to be said to the Jews in 
their nationality " Ye are the children of the living 
God" — and that in tJie placey too, where it was said 
unto them, " Ye are not my people." 

3. Scriptiure speaks of a reward according to works. 
Salvation is by God's grace, "not by works of right- 
eousness which we have done"; nevertheless, every 
man shall be rewarded according to his works. Where 
can these rewards be distributed, and where can they 
be enjoyed, except under the millennial dispensation ? 
The millennial, or at least some transition dispensation, 
alone solves the parables of tlie talents and of the 
pounds. 

We stand in relation to this dispensation just as 
the Jew of old did to the then predicted Christian or 
gospel dispensation. Their minds, however, were so 
blinded with the expectation of transcendent glory 
under a reigning king, that they entirely overlooked 
and hence rejected the interposed dispensation of 

H 
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gospel light and gospel privileges: let us therefore 
take heed lest, our minds being likewise blinded, we 
— should it come to pass in our day — overlook and 
hence reject millennial light and millennial blessed- 
ness. The Jew was not wrong in looking for transcen- 
dent glory under a reigning king, but he was wrong 
in overlooking humiliation in a suffering Redeemer: 
so neither are we wrong in looking for that eternal 
period when " the Son also Himself shall be subject 
unto Him that put all things under Him, that GrOD 
may be all in all " ; but we are, I think, wrong in 
overlooking and ignoring that period " when the Son 
of Man shall sit on the throne of His glory, and before 
Him shall be gathered all nations" — when "the 
heathen shall be His inheritance, and the uttermost 
parts of the earth His possession" — when the usurper 
shall be dethroned, and when "there shall be one 
Lord and His name one." Some interposed dispen- 
sation, therefore, between the present and actual but 
disorganized state of things, and the final establish- 
ment of the eternal kingdom, seems to us " a neces- 
sity," in order to vindicate the majesty and omnipotence 
of the Creator of whom it is declared (Psalm civ. 31) 
that " He shall rejoice in His works." 

Such we believe to be the Millennium ; and we now 
proceed to inquire into — 

II. The scriptural authority for this view. The pas- 
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sage fonning our text can only refer to one or other of 
three things. The marginal reading, it must be ob- 
served, is the literal one : " there remaineth therefore 
a keeping of a Sabbath — or, a sabbatism — to the 
people of God." Thus viewed, it either refers — 

Firstly, to the Sabbath under the Christian dispen- 
sation, as being of equal obligation with the Sabbath 
under ihe Jewish dispensation ; or, 

Secondly, it refers to the eternal and heavenly rest, 
"when the Son shall have delivered up the kingdom 
to God ; " or, 

Thirdly, it refers to the rest of millennial blessedness. 

With regard to the first, though the passage has 
been frequently used by many pious and learned men 
to prove the obligation of the Christian Sabbath, we 
may remark it is hardly likely that St. Paul would 
use an argument so elaborate as we find lie here does 
use to prove what everyone acknowledged. Moreover, 
"the word here, <Taj3j3ar£<T/Lioc, occurs nowhere else 
in the New Testament. It is a different word from 
<Taj3j3arov, the Sabbath ; and therefore it cannot mean 
the Sabbath, properly so called, for then the writer 
would have used the latter word." Such is the reason- 
ing of Barnes; but he continues — " it refers undoubt- 
edly to Heaven, as a place of eternal rest with God." 
Now, by the very same line of argument we say it can- 
not refer to Heaven, for the rest and joys of the eternal 

H 2 
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world are nowhere in the sacred Scriptures termed a 
Sabbath. It can only refer, from its obvious etymo- 
logy and use, to some chronological septenary, and 
as such it would undoubtedly be understood by the 
Hebrew Christians to whom St. Paul was writing. 

We believe, therefore, it refers to the Millennium, 
as a sabbatic period ; to show which we will trace 
the various sabbatic periods mentioned in the sacred 
Scriptures. 

1. We must go back to the original adaptation of 
this world to man. There, in Gen. i., we find the 
whole period is divided into days, while the work is 
said to be completed in six of them. On the seventh 
" God rested from all His work which He had made." 
From this circumstance, command was no doubt given 
to our first parents, and reiterated to the Israelites, to 
observe this seventh day, in commemoration of God's 
sabbath, after He had finished the works of creation. 
Here the Sabbath is a fixed and definite period of 
time ; and though they had at first no instrument to 
measure it, " the going down of the sun and the 
rising up of the same" would effect the distinction 
required. We only refer ta this to show that it was 
a defined and limited period. 

2. Now, if we pass on to Levit. xxiii. 15-21, we 
find there the appointment of another Sabbath, so that 
henceforth periodically there would occur two Sabbaths 
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together. On the morrow after the seventh Sabbath 
was to be a holy convocation, in which, by an ever- 
lasting statute, they were to do no servile work. It 
was kept as a Sabbath, and was, as the other, a defi- 
nite period of time. 

3. The next sabbatic period is Levit xxiii. 24, 
the seventh month. The whole of this month was 
full of feast and fast days. The first day, the tenth 
day, the fifteenth day — which could not all, according 
to the usual arrangement, have been Sabbaths — toge- 
ther with the seven days following the fifteenth day 
— were to be days of holy convocation and solemn 
assembly, " beside the ordinary Sabhaths of the Lord^ 
This sabbatic period was the seventh month in each 
year ; and just as the seventh day came round as the 
weekly Sabbath, so would the seventh month. 

4. But let us pass on. From Leviticus xxv. 3, 4 
we learn that when the children of Israel came to the 
promised land, they were to " keep a Sabbath to the 
Lord" — six years " sowing the field and pruning the 
vineyard," and in the seventh year " neither sowing 
their field nor pruning their vineyard." Here the 
sabbatic period is increased to a year^ during which 
year there was to be no toil of harvest, no vintage, no 
sound of oxen treading out the com, but a sabbatic 
silence was everyivhere to reign and a sabbatic rest to 
be observed. This also was a definite period of time* 
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5. We proceed now to the twenty-fifth chapter of 
Leviticus, where (Levit xxv. 8-13) we have the next 
sabbatic period, the greatest of all yet mentioned. 
"Thou shalt number seven Sabbaths ^ of years unto 
thee" — that is, the last instituted . sabbatic period — 
" seven times seven years ; and the space of the seven 
Sabbaths of years shall be unto thee forty and nine 
years." . . " And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year" 
—so that two sabbatic years, as the two sabbatic days, 
would come together, for the forty-ninth year was 
evidently a sabbatic year — "and proclaim liberty 
throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 
thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you . . -ye 
shall not sow, neither reap ... it shall be holy 
unto you." This was the year of jubilee, and, like 
the former, it was a defined and limited period. 

Now, viewing as we have done the various sab- 
batic periods of the Jews, we ask, how would the 
words of our text be understood by the Hebrew 
Christians to whom St. Paul was writing — "there 
remaineth a sabbatism to the people of God"? 
Would they not naturally refer to the sabbatic pe- 
riods we have mentioned ; and, taking into con- 
sideration the fact that the joys of the eternal world 
— the ages of ages — are nowhere in Scripture termed 
a sabbatism, would they not undoubtedly understand 
a defined period of rest yet to come, when " ^Ae Zawrf" 
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especially, and Christendom generally, should enjoy 
sabbatic peace and repose ? Such, therefore, we be- 
lieve to be the correct interpretation of the passage 
forming our text — viz., that the sabbatism spoken of 
is some septenary of time in which the saints of Christ 
shall enjoy their long-predicted Canaan rest ON this 
EARTH, the sphere of their sufferings. To this period 
we believe " the four living creatures and the four- 
aild-twenty elders" refer, when (in Rev. v. 10) they 
affirm, "We shall reign on the earth." In ac- 
cordance — mark ! we do not quote it in confirmation, 
but, in accordance — with this view, there has ever 
existed a tradition amongst the Jews, dating as far 
back as the house of Elias, 200 years before Clirist, 
that the world would be 2,000 years without the law, 
2,000 under the law, 2,000 under the Cliristian dis- 
pensation ; while that in the seventh millermary the 
earth would be renewed, the righteous dead raised, 
and paradisaical blessedness restored. Moreover, 
these sabbatic periods were always looked upon by 
the Jewish rabbins as types of a better Sabbath yet 
to come, nor did this typical character cease with the 
establishment of Christianity; for in Col. ii. 16, 17, 
we read that " holy days, new moons, and Sabbaths, 
are still types of good things to come." Of what 
things ? Not of things in the eternal kingdom, when 
God shall be all in all, for that " city shall have no 
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need of the sun, neither of the moon, to shine in it, 
inasmuch as the glory of God will lighten it." They 
must therefore be types of things in the millennial 
Tdngdom, when " all flesh shall come, from one new 
moon to another J and from one Sabhaih to anoikerj to 
worship the Lord in Jerusalem" (Isaiah Ixvi 23)» 
This rest, this millennial rest, will be in every sense 
analogous to the rest on the seventh day of creation, 
when God rested because He had finished His work, 
^^ not merely outwardly, but internally and qualita- 
tively ;" and so, after the first resurrection, the resur- 
rection of the saints, man vnll be enabled to rest as 
Ood did^ because he will no longer be encompassed 
with infirmity and stained with sin, but he will appear 
before God imdefiled, having " washed his robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb." Pre- 
viously to this he cannot so rest, because he is en- 
compassed with infirmities and stained with sinj 
therefore the passage cannot refer to any other than 
either the millennial or the eternal rest For reasons 
already given, it cannot refer to the latter ; nor can 
it refer to the intermediate state, because thatj though 
a blessed, is nevertheless an imperfect state : it must 
therefore refer to the period of millennial blessedness. 
Hence the verse following our text cannot, accord- 
ing to the usual interpretation, refer to those who 
have entered the intermediate state : it refers to 
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Jesus, who has in glorified humanity entered into 
His rest, as the Triune God did after the six days' 
work of creation. He has finished the work which 
Grod gave Him to do ; and now, in the language of 
St. Paid (Heb. iv. 10), He has entered into His rest. 
Thus the Father and the Son have worked hitherto, 
and entered into their sabbatic rest, while now the 
Spirit sent on Christ's departure is working His 
work in " visiting the Gentiles and taking out of 
them a people for His name ; after which. He — 
Jesus Christ — will return and build again the 
tabernacle of David which is fallen down, so that 
the residue of men, with all the Gentiles, may seek 
the Lord" (Acts xv. 14-17) — when there shall be 
realized and ftdfilled " the rest that remaineth for the 
people of G^d." This rest we therefore identify 
with that in the twentieth chapter of the Revelations, 
when Satan shall be bound, and when the dead in 
Christ — ^united with the living, who are changed in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trump— shall rise and reign with Him, the rest of 
the dead rising not until the close of that sabbatic 
period and the inauguration of " the ages to come, 
when Jehovah shall show the exceeding riches of 
His grace towards us through Jesus Christ" (Eph. 
ii. 7). 

Such is " the rest that remaineth for the people 
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of God," nor can we see consistency in any other 
interpretation of our text than in its reference to the 
Millennium as a sabbatic period. 

There remaineth therefore a rest — ^but for whom is 
it prepared ? For the people of God : for none other 
— none other ! Therefore the apostle continues, " let 
us labour to enter into that rest, lest any man fall 
after the Jewish example of unbelief." Yes, let us 
labour. It is fast approaching: but remember, men 
and brethren, when it comes it will be only for the 
people of God ; others will have neither part nor lot 
in the matter. Sad, very sad, is it, to merit now, by 
long continuance in sin, the sentence of Jehovah — 
" Let him alone" ; but still more sad will it be to 
come then under the category of those who are " let 
ahney'' and who live not until the millennial Sab- 
bath is ended. To have your tomb passed by, your 
coffin unopened, your shroud unloosed ! Oh, harrow- 
ing despair ! When all is rising to life and beauty — 
when creation is putting on her beautiful garments 
— ^when Zion is stepping forth jBrom her degradation—^ 
when "the Lord is making in His holy mountain for 
all His people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines 
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wine on 
the lees well refined " — ^when His dead are bursting 
the barriers of the tomb, and, with joy and singing, 
coming forth " in their lot" — when the harpers are 
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standing on the glassy sea singing the song of Moses 
and the song of the Lamb — ^to haye no share in the 
blessedness : — how sorrowfiil I To be passed by, how 
dreadful ! to have no eyes to gaze on that truly lovely 
scene, no heart to enjoy it, no faculties to appreciate 
it — how miserable! Yet such will be the case to 
thousands, inasmuch as the rest that remaineth is 
only for the people of God. And then the ultimate 
fate, how deplorable ! To be " cast into the lake of 
fire, which is the second death" — always dying, but 
never dead ! 

Men and brethren, let us labour ! Oh, it is worth 
the effort The crown of life is worth the struggle. 
The rest that remaineth for the people of God will, 
if participated in, amply compensate for all toil imder- 
gone to secure it, and be an abundant reward for all 
loss sustained in reaching it. 

On the night before the year of Israel's jubilee the 
silver trumpet used to sound, to proclaim its ap- 
proach: so, ere long, we are told by the prophet 
Isaiah, the great trumpet of the great jubilee shall 
be blown. The world's midnight is at hand, and 
the world's morning also; though, after all, millennial 
blessedness will be only as a foretaste of joys to 
come. We are by no means anxious to paint the 
attainment of this blessedness as of easier acquisition 
than the Scriptures declare it to be. While there- 
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fore we hold forth the joys, we must not, nor dare we, 
treat with reserve the conditions on which it is attain- 
able. It is through much tribulation and diflSculty 
that we shall enter the kingdom of God : therefore 
" let us labour to enter into that rest, lest any of us^ 
with all our light and all our privileges, fall after 
the example of unbelief." 



LECTURE VI. 

THE POST-MILLENNIAL OR ETERNAL KINGDOM, 



** And I saw a new Heaven and a new earth; for the first Heaven 

and the first earth were passed away.** 

Eev, XXL 1. 



Having gained the millennial summit, " the moun- 
tain of the Lord's house established on the top of the 
mountains,^' we are privileged with the mightiest 
range of prospect ever extended before the human 
eye. Although it is only in imagination that we 
have brought you thither — many a dark cloud of sin 
and sorrow must yet pass over the world before we 
gain it in reality — its beauties are not the less de- 
lightful, or its glories the less transcendent. Moses, on 
the summit of Pisgah, had only a distant view, and it 
was with mortal eye, of the land promised unto Abra- 
ham, Isaac, and Jacob : we, on the mountain of faith, 
sitting together with Christ Jesus in heavenly plaxjes, 
have " revealed unto us by God's Spirit things which 
mortal eye hath not seen or mortal ear heard, neither 
hath it entered into the heart of man to conceive*" 



\ 
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Let US pause, then, in our contemplation of the mil- 
lennial Sabbath, to consider the prospect. On the 
left we behold the past, the chequered past, with its 
long catalogue of " mourning, lamentation, and woe." 
The whole period is spanned by " the wars of the 
Lord," which without cessation have continued to roll 
on With unabated fury, from the time Paradise was 
lost until that blessed period when it was regained. 
Many a time hath humanity turned God's glory into 
shame : many a time hath the standard taken by the 
Mighty Conqueror from the battlements of Heaven 
and planted on the soil of our earth been uprooted, 
while He who bore it hath only at last waved it 
victoriously by trampling His enemies in His fdry, 
and dyeing His garments in blood. But now the 
battle is over, the victory is won. Over, did we 
say ? Not yet ! A great battle marked the opening 
of millennial blessedness, a greater shall denote its 
close; a great purification of the earth by fire ushered 
in millennial bliss, a greater shall usher in the eternal 
kingdom. The Millennium, we have shown, is not 
the eternal kingdom, but a dispensation preceding it ; 
and, as with all preceding dispensations so with this, 
apostasy will for a time interrupt its bliss. Apostasy 
has already marked the end of the patriarchal and 
Jewish dispensations; while apostasy, we are told, 
will close the Christian and terminate the miUennial 
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dispensations. In our own day we see the cancerous 
roots and fibres of the apostasy spreading and eating 
up the vitality of the Christian church. As yet no 
vital part is touched, though every member is impreg- 
nated with the poison; the action, therefore, is at 
present spasmodic : but ere long that dreaded collapse 
will succeed, during the lethargy of which the cry shall 
be heard — not, " Behold, the Bridegroom cometh ! " 
but, " He is come ! Go ye out to meet Him ! " 

From analogy, therefore, there is nothing at all 
improbable or unnatural in the predicted apostasy 
during millennial blessedness ; for, in the first place, 
we have already seen that the nucleus was left, which 
nucleus will probably not develope itself immediately: 
as, after the flood, it was not in Ham but in his 
descendants that evil began to be manifested. It is, 
however, a sad reflection upon humanity, that, even 
when Satan, the great instigator, is bound — and not 
only bound, but cast into the bottomless pit, shut up 
and sealed — sin still finds a place and a theatre whence 
to put forth its malignity and to develope its energies. 

Again: as in the Garden of Eden so during the 
Millennium, a test will be applied, a test of allegi- 
ance and of faithfulness — " It shall come to pass 
(we read in Isaiah Ixvi. 23), that fi*om one new 
moon to another, and from one Sabbath to another, 
all flesh shall come to worship before Me, saith the 
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Lord." Here is the test, their coming up to Jeru- 
salem — that is, to the place of the manifestation of 
Jehovah's glory — at stated periods, to appear before 
the Lord. " And (we read, in the prophet Zechariah, 
xiv. 16-19) it shall be, that whoso will not come 
up of all the families of the earth, to Jerusalem, 
to worship the King, the Lord of Hosts, even upon 

them there shall be no rain this 

shall be the punishment of all nations that come 
not up to keep the feast of tabernacles;" and this 
shall be their sin. The tenure of millennial blessed- 
ness, as of paradisaical bliss, will be dependence and 
obedience. The symbol of dependence, to our first 
parents, was one tree, the finiit of which was withheld j 
and so, during the Millennium, the symbol of depend- 
ence will be their coming up to Jerusalem at stated 
periods, to acknowledge "the hand from which all 
blessings flow." If this is not done, the blessings 

t 

will be withheld: rebellion will ensue; until ulti- 
mately its magnitude becomes so terrible and its 
dimensions so great, that they dare to raise the 
standard and to enter the lists with Jehovah, the 
Lord of Hosts. Their great head, Satan, is loosed : 
he goes forth to gather proselytes ; he marshals his 
hosts and gathers his troops ; the watchword is given, 
the trumpet is blown; the locality is selected — the 
camp of the saints, and the beloved city. But the 
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triumph is shortlived: "fire comes down from God 
out of Heaven, and devours them." Then comes the 
transition stage fix)m time to eternity. The remaining 
dead — Satan's dead ones — are gathered : they are 
vivified, small and great; they stand before God; 
the books are opened, and they are judged every man 
according to his works ; they are segregated — the 
sheep on the right hand, and the goats on the left ; 
the sentence is uttered — first, the pleasing one, " Come, 
ye blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world;" then the 
withering one, "Depart, ye cursed, into everlasting 
fire" — not, indeed, originally prepared for you, but 
which your wicked works have merited ; but — " pre- 
pared for the Devil and his angels." Here the re- 
demptive drama ends: the curtain falls. Satan is 
finally expelled, and there will be seen " a new 
Heaven and a new earth ; for the first Heaven and 
the first earth are passed away." Ere, however, we 
proceed to speak of this post-millennial or eternal 
kingdom, there are a few. other peculiarities of the 
millennial period which we must in the first place 
notice. 

Firstly, the millennial dispensation will be em- 
phatically "the kingdom of God on earth"; and, 
as such, it will constitute the vestibule to eternity. 
It will be — we say it reverently — the levee or meet- 

I 
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ing-place of Christ's people, and the grand reunion 
of the family of the ransomed. There it will be that 
the " many shall sit down with Abraham and Isaac 
and Jacob in the kingdom of God"; and there, too, 
those who have known and loved each other on earth 
shall meet again preparatory to their everlasting rest 
in the eternal kingdom. 

Again : it must be remembered that the renovation 
of the earth at the commencement of the Millennium 
is only partial, while that at the close will be uni- 
versal, so that the new Heaven and the new earth 
are not the same in both cases (compare Isaiah Ixv. 
17 with Rev. xxi. 4). The same term is applied to 
both, because in each case there will be a regenera- 
tion — in the former partial, by the removal of the 
curse ; and in the latter entire, by the folness of the 
blessing. Consequently, it is not until the close of 
the Millennium that it is said " there shall be no 
more sea"; and it is not a little remarkable that the 
absorption of the sea takes place with the abolition 
and annihilation of death. Previously to that — that 
is, during the Millennium — the sea exists, and also 
death : not, we need scarcely say, among the glorified 
inhabitants of the New Jerusalem over the earth, but 
among the nations then being evangelized by the 
Jews. It must not be forgotten that the earthly 
Jerusalem of Ezekiel will exist at the same time with 
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the heavenly Jerusalem of St. John, during the Mil- 
lennium. The period of life in this return of the 
paradisaical state will be lengthened, as in its original 
type — so lengthened, that "there shall be no more 
thence an infant of days^ nor an old man that hath 
not filled his days : for the child shall die an hundred 
years old; but the sinner, being an hundred years 
old, shall be accursed." 

Again : there is another point of analogy between 
the millennial and former dispensations, which will 
cease on the establishment of the eternal kingdom — 
namely, that as in them, so during the Millennium, 
there will exist memorials of the sins of preceding 
generations. When the prophet Isaiah declares that 
" from one new moon to another all flesh shall come 
to worship before the Lord," he adds further that 
they — the same parties — "shall go forth and look 
upon the carcases of the men that have transgressed 
against the Lord, whose worm shall not die, neither 
shall their fire be quenched, for they shall be an abhor- 
rence to all flesh" (Isaiah Ixvi. 23, 24). It has been 
thought that such an exhibition would mar millennial 
bliss; but why should it? It is only what has ex- 
isted in all ages ; moreover, it will not be for the eyes 
of the glorified church, but as a warning to the 
nations and kingdoms, which then ought to submit 
to Israel's righteous laws, and to walk in the light 

I 2 
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of Israel's glory. Such a memorial was preserved 
to the patriarchs, in the flaming sword which, planted 
at Eden's entrance, turned every way to keep the way 
of the tree of life — which memorial remained, as a 
terrible monument of the fall, in all probability, until 
the flood swept all away. Then in the days succeed- 
ing, that flood itself has left its deadly print wherever 
its desolating waters came,* constituting a memorial of 
patriarchal apostacy and sin. So likewise had they a 
sad memento in the site of the cities of the plain, 
Sodom and Gomorrah. Nor is our own age wanting 
in its memorials of the transgressions of generations 
now gone : the bitter and terrible desolation of that 
city whose praise was once in all the earth, and whose 
" pomp the kings of the earth" went up to survey 
and inspect ; now " brought to desolation with her 
sons," reduced from loveliness and fertility to degra- 
dation and barrenness — how sad the memento she is 
permitted to exhibit of the wrath of God against an 
imbelieving people ! 

Where then the inconsistency, if during the Mil- 

* We say nothing here of the universality or non-universality of the 
flood. Those interested in the question will derive much information 
from the Rev. Pye Smith's, D.D., " Geology and Scripture," in which, 
though we differ from him in many particulars, its non-universality is ably 
maintained. The other side may be seen in that valuable commentary, 
" Scriptural Communion with God ; or, the Pentateuch . Chronologically 
arranged, with Prayers, Notes, &c., by the Rev. Geo. Townsend, D.D.'' 
Rivingtons. 2 vols. 
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lennium there should be seen the sad memorial, in 
the curls of the smoke from the region of the lost, 
to remind the participants of millennial blessedness— 
as before, not the glorified ones, the " bodies celestial," 
but the mortal ones, the "bodies terrestrial" — of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin ? Very suitable therefore 
will be the meniorial, in some visible manifestation, of 
the sufferings of those who have transgressed against 
the Lord, inasmuch as it will remind the Gentile 
nations — to whom now by the Jews the second call 
will be made— living or bom during millennial days, 
of what sin hath done, and in what all wilful oppo- 
sition to God must end. 

There remains one other point of analogy between 
the Millennium and former dispensations, and of con- 
trast between the millennial and eternal kingdoms ; 
namely, that the same triune arrangement will cha- 
racterize the millennial that has characterized each 
preceding dispensation : it will, however, end there. 
Before the fall, there was the plantation — the garden 
— to which Jehovah came to hold communion with 
His people ; outside this was Eden ; and, beyond the 
precincts of Eden, was the world at large. This 
arrangement continued, in all probability, until the 
flood ; though, after the fall, man was not allowed 
to re-enter the garden, the cherubim and a flaming 
sword being placed at its entrance, to keep the way 
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of the tree of life. So, again, in the days of Judaism 
there was the most holy place, into which one chosen 
individual alone was permitted to enter; then there 
was the holy place, and, beyond its precincts, the 
courts for the Grentiles. Again: in our own day 
there is the church of God in Christ; the churches 
of Christ on earth; and, beyond their pale, though 
she has beyond all former precedent " enlarged her 
cords and strengthened her stakes," there is the world 
at large. Likewise, in millennial times there will be 
the heavenly Jerusalem, with the risen saints con- 
stituting the glorified church as its inhabitants ; then 
there will be the earthly Jerusalem, with the restored 
Jews as its possessors; while beyond its precincts 
will lie the world at large, with the Gentile nations — 
to whom the restored Jews will become the mission- 
aries-^ as its inhabitants. But in the new Heaven 
and the new earth this triune arrangement is not 
found. As the Son hath delivered up the kingdom 
to the Father, that GoD may be all in all, so then, 
having cast out all things that offend and all that do 
iniquity, the church shall be without spot or wrinkle 
or any such thing, thus constituting the grand totality 
of the new Heavens and the new earth. At this 
period man will be admitted into the inner sanctuary 
of Jehovah's presence, and this will constitute THE 

ETERNAL KINGDOM. 
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It has before been remarked,* that toe stand to the 
miUennicd dispensation as the Jew of old did to the 
then predicted gospel dispensation. We may now 
further add, that our position with regard to the 
eternal kingdom is analogous to that of the patriarchs 
with respect to the gospel dispensation. The pro- 
mises made to the patriarchs are, in the main, re- 
ceiving fulfilment now, for to them was confirmed the 
covenant of God in Christ; but before it could be 
realized, the law was a necessary interposition — which 
interposition, however, did not interfere with or dis- 
annul the promises that it should make them of none 
efiiect. So, to us, the gospel has " brought life and 
immortality to light"; but before this can be entered 
upon in the eternal kingdom, there is to be realized 
the interposed millennial dispensation — which, how- 
ever, will not at all interfere that it should make 
the promise relating to that kingdom of none effect. 
And with respect to this eternal kingdom, little more 
is revealed to us than was revealed to the patriarchs 
of the gospel dispensation. To them all was summed 
up in the words, " in thy seed shall all the nations 
of the earth be blessed." This was the gospel as 
preached to Abraham. Similarly, £^11 that is revealed 
to us of the eternal kingdom is contained in the last 
two chapters of the Bible (Rev. xxi. and xxii). The 

* See Lecture V., page 97. 
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Old Testament chart of prophecy comprises in its 
range a ftill detail of millennial blessedness, but it 
goes no farther — it gives us the songs which shall be 
sung,* the scenes that shall be witnessed,! and the 
events which shall be celebrated, in that day, 
namely, the millennial day ; but it peers not beyond. 
So with the New Testament : up to the point before 
spoken of, we have little or nothing ; all we have is 
here, and what we have, even here, is negative* 

We are, however, fully aware that the vision in 
these last two chapters of the Bible is by many 
eminent commentators viewed not as a vision con- 
secutive with the preceding chapters, but as retro- 
gressive in its character, t This view seems to us, 
however, pregnant with insuperable objections; for, 
in the first place, in the closing vision of the Apoca- 
lypse (Rev. xxi. and xxii,) there is no more sea, 
whereas the sea exists until the close of the Millen- 
nium, for at that period it gives up its dead. More- 
over, we read in the prophet Isaiah, concerning the 
same period — that is, the Millennium — of the " isles," 

* See Isaiah xii., xxv., xxvi., xxxv.; Psalms xcv.-c., cxlviii.-cl., &c. 

i* Isaiah ii, xi., xxvii., xxxii., xl., Ix., Ixy. 17-25, Ixvi.; Zech. viii* 
20-23, &c. 

X This view is maintained by that very able and learned commentator, 
the Rev. E. B. Elliott, whose voluminous work on the Apocalypse must 
ever be considered as a boon tp the Christian church; and it is with con- 
siderable hesitation that we differ from so high an authority, though we 
think that the reasons given justify that difference. 
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and " the ships of Tarshish," both of which demand 
the existence of the sea (Isaiah Ix. 9). 

Again : in the closing vision of St. John, we read 
of that city, New Jerusalem, then descended out of 
Heaven fix>m God (Rev, xxL 22), that there was no 
temple therein, for the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lamb are the temple of it. But of the millennial 
kingdom we find that the prophet Ezekiel, the Apoca- 
lypse of the Old Testament (Ezek. xl.-xlvii.), minutely 
describes its temple — that is, the temple of the literal 
Jerusalem — on the earth during that period. 

Again ; we read in Eev. xxi. 27 that into the city 
of the eternal kingdom " there shall in nowise enter 
anything that defileth." It cannot be of the Jeru- 
salem of the millennial dispensation that this is 
affirmed, for Satan, with Gog and Magog, we are 
told, shall encompass it, until fire from God out of 
Heaven devours them. Moreover, " there shall be 
no more curse" : this cannot apply to the millennial 
dispensation, which, like all preceding, ends with 
apostacy, which apostacy is sure to bring its inflicted 
curse. 

These are a few of the reasons why we look upon 
the vision of the last two chapters of the Bible as 
consecutive. Hence we view them as descriptive of 
the eternal kingdom and its city ; and that, if they 
bear any application at all to the millennial dispen- 
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sation^ they refer to the locality, the hiding-chambers, 
of the glorified saints, which in the first instance is 
over^ not literally on, the earth. Of this kingdom and 
city it was reserved for St John to confer upon the 
church the inestimable privilege and benefit of its de- 
scription. Not that we are altogether without allusion 
elsewhere to that period; St. Paul gives us more 
than one glimpse of eternity. In Eph. ii. 6, 7, we 
read that the ultimate benefit, reflectively, of our 
having been redeemed and brought to sit together 
with Christ in heavenly places is, "that in the ages 
to come he may show the exceeding riches of His 
grace, in His kindness towards us through Christ 
Jesus." Through eternity, therefore, the story of 
redemption will fiimish to God's universe lessons in 
the wonders of divine grace. Again : in the ascrip- 
tion of praise concluding the Epistle to the Philip- 
pians (Phil. iv. 20) we fiuad a peculiar and beautifiil 
expression, which our language does not convey, for 
this eternal period — " Now unto God and our Father 
be glory for ever and ever;" literally, "through the. 
ages of ages^^ {alg rohg aliovag rtjv anivwv) : so that 
eternity will in all probability be divided and sub- 
divided into ages and dispensations, during which 
its blessed inhabitants shall rise higher and higher 
in the scale of intelligence, as the wondrous nature of 
a wonder-working God is more known and revealed. 
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and in which their prospects will stretch away into 
eternity with a lustre and brightness of which our 
present faculties can form no conception. 

Such, brethren, is our future ; and with this rapid 
and cursory glance we bring our Lectures to a close. 
There is one other reference made by St. Paul to the 
period, which is peculiarly emphatic In a passage 
before quoted (1 Cor. xv. 22-24), St. Paul, speaking 
of the entire period from the fall to the establishment 
of the eternal kingdom, writes, " As in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive. But every 
man in his own order: Christ, the firstfruits; after- 
ward, they that are Christ's at His coming; then 
cometh the end, when He shall have delivered up 
the kingdom to God" — evidently at the close of the 
Millennium. How emphatic — the end ! The end — 
of what ? St Paul did not wish to cast a gloom over 
the glories on which he had been dilating, and there- 
fore he terms it "the end." There is, however, a 
world of meaning in his reserve. To the godless, the 
careless, the sinful, and the indiflferent, it will be the 
end of grace, the end of mercy, the end of Divine 
assistance. The "harvest is past^ the summer is 
ended^ and we are not saved," will then be their un- 
availing lamentation. But to the people of Grod it 
will be the end of their sorrow^ for " there shall be no 
more sorrow"; it will be the end of their affiietionj 
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for "there shall be no more pain"; it will be the end 
of their suffering^ for " Grod shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes." Men and brethren, what a thought 
is this I A world without sorrow, a state without 
affliction, a condition without pain ! Look, brethren, 
look upon its glorious heights, gaze upon its cloudless 
sky, ponder its deathless verdure, scan its ripless 
ocean breadth, view its sighless people, and enter its 
tearless land ! During the dispensation under which 
we live, as well as all preceding ones, death is com- 
mon — so common, that it spares none : but there, in 
that endless and glorious land, its clammy touch shall 
never be known, its hideous form never be recognized. 
None of the soil of the post-millennial earth shall ever 
be upturned to form a grave. To that world that 
scripture shall cease to apply which saith of the grave 
that is one of " the four things which now say not. It 
is enough." ^^ EfoougK'^ shall be the last epitaph the 
monumental tablet shall record. 

O that the eternal kingdom would but dawn! 
Would that it were come! Would that the dark 
drapery of sin and the heavy mantle of sorrow were 
but dissipated, and the curse swept away for ever ! 
Does it not cheer one's heart to think of such a day ? 
but what will it be to see it, to share it ? what, to 
participate in its enjoyments ? Is our present suflfer- 
ing worth a thought, in contrast with the glory which 
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shall be revealed? Are our " light afflictiona," which, 
in their darkest hue and heaviest measure, " are but 
for a moment," worth mention, when we know that, 
if sanctified, they will work for us " a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory"? 

Men and brethren, consider this : an eternal weight 
of glory! With such a prospect — and it may be 
yours — tell me not of the toils and difficulties of the 
Christian soldier; tell me not of the steep ascents, 
the rugged cliffs, the hazardous passes; tell me not of 
the crafty foe, the dread Apollyon : " Jehovah-nissi," 
Jehovah my banner, I will press on. I have an 
antidote for every poison, a shield for every arrow. 
Here is the mighty specific : " He that overcometh shall 
inherit all things; and I tmU be his Gody and he shall 
he My son.^^ Take away this, and you would daunt 
me. Rob me of this, and you would cramp my 
energies, check my ardour, and in all probability 
hinder my success. But who can take it away ? who 
dare to steal my birthright? God will not, man can- 
not, Satan dare not. It is the inalienable prerogative 
of the children of God. Then on, warriors, on ! 

" Soldiers of Christ, arise, 
And gird your armour on ; 
Strong in the strength which God supplies 
Through His eternal Son." 

Gird up your loins ; watch you, stand fast, quit you 
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like men. " Put on the whole armour of Grod." In 
a little time the foe will succumb. The battle is 
reaching its height^ the conftision is attaining its 
climax. A little longer, a little further, and the 
victory is yours. "The Spirit and the bride say, 
Come," and the kingdoms of the world shall become 
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ ; when 
the paeans of the victorious band shall burst in the 
loud-resounding hallelujah, to which only eter- 
nity can reply. ^' Surely, I come quickly. Amen. 
Even so, come. Lord Jesus." 



NOTE REFERRED TO AT PAGE 11. 



The passage usaally quoted as fuinishing data for the conclusion that 
this earth will he destroyed by fire is that found in 2 Peter iii. 10-13: 
^ The day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the 
Heayens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt 
with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall he 

burned up the Heavens, being on fire, shall be dissolved, 

and the elements shall melt with fervent heat. Nevertheless, we, ac- 
cording to His promise, look for a new Heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness.'* Though beyond the scriptural warrant, these 
words have found their echo in the lines of the poet — 

" The cload-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces, 
The solemn temples, the great globe itself, 
Yea, all which it inherit, shall dissolve, 
And, like the baseless fabric of a vision, 
Leave not a rack behind." 

On the passage firom St. Peter, Barnes, the celebrated American com- 
mentator, remarks, that " the word rendered * burned up,"* like the word 
just before used and rendered 'fervent heaf — a word of the same origin, 
but here intensive — ^means that they will undergo such a change as fire 
will produce; not necessarily that the matter composing them will be 
annihilated. If the matter composing the earth is to be destroyed, it 
must be by the immediate power of God. Matter is as imperishable as 
mind, and there is not the least evidence that a particle has been anni- 
hilated since the world began. Whether it is God's purpose to annihilate 
any portion of the matter which He has made does not appear from His 
Word, but it is clear that He intends the universe to undergo important 
char^ies,'''' 

We quote Barnes because he is not what is popularly termed a Mil- 
lennarian, and therefore his opinion is an impartial one. Moreover, it is 
evident that St. Peter is tracing an analogy between the past unUery and 
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the fatiire,/ier^ deluge, showing that the results and consequences of the 
latter will be as the results and consequences of the former. And what 
were the results and consequences of the former P We live upon that 
world which once, being overflowed with watery perished; therefore, by 
the apostle's reasoning, we haye no right to condnde that the world which 
now is, and which is reserved unto fire against the day of judgment and 
perdition of ungodly men, shall be aft^wards unfit for a residence for 
man ; rather are we told to look for the true solution of the fobled Phoenix 
— a new Heavens and a new earth rising out of the dire conflagration of 
the old one. Compare Isaiah Izv. 17-25, where we find ** houses," ** in- 
habitants," ^ vineyards," and '* cattle," upon this new earth. Thus the 
identity of the earth with its former self will be as the identity of the 
children of the rerarrection with their former selves. 

A writer in *^ The Christian Annotator," vol. i. p. 39, has suggested^ 
with much propriety and evident correctness, from the construction of the 
Greek — ^the insertion of a comma in 2 Peter iii. 10^ after the word ** also," 
which simple alteration at once shows that the earth is only melied fir 
purijvxxtkm. The reason for the insertion of that comma is thus given:— 
** The singular verb KaTaKatjfftTai can agree only with the neuter plural 
epya, while the plural verb KaraXvOfiffovrai cannot agree with the 
neatex plural (TToix^ia alone, but requires another noun, which noun we 
find in yjj." Thus we read — *^ the elements shall melt with fervent heat, 
the earth also, and the works that are therein shall be burned up." 
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